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1t lleUJ iDau.rn Ilades ... 

Within man there are certain mental faculties and abilities beyond the norm, 
that since the dawn of time he has expressed and interpreted according to faiths 
ani beliefs of any particular age or period. Expression of this 'philosophy' has 
depended upon terms current at the time, and is accepted and verified by other 
followers and students of the day as a working teaching. 

In many societies am cultures, those 'teachings' remain esoteric, to be 
u nderstood by the more developed, and considered as spiritual, religious, or -
it explained in ways opposing standard ideologies and belief systems -
supetnatural, heretical, even unholy. 

Those faculties and abilities are what we today ter.m as 'psychic'; 
variously developed in all of mankind. The knowledge and use of which has 
enabled the construction of a helpful, essential, and workable philosophy of 
life and evolution. 

Psychic faculties are often clearly discernable from normal actions of the 
human mini and body, yet undeniably, they act on levels not readily perceivable, 
away from the waking consciousness, influencing the deeper recesses of the 
subconscious mind. On this level they appear to us as instinct, basic pri..Jrary 
driving forces, and in many respects, religious tendency; the overall belief of 
' divine' control, invervention, and a basic meaning for life. 

In recent t�s such faculties, under the tenn of 'extra-sensory-perception', 
have been studied and accepted from an objective and scientific viewpoint, and 
have been labelled under the area of researoh known as 'parapsychology' • Now, more 
than ever before humanity is consenting to the existence of these 'wild talents', 
having seen, hea:O., or read about the results of the so-called 'psychic awareness'. 
Telepathy, precognition, mind-over-matter, and visual anomalies, such

. 
as ghosts, 

apparitions, and UFOs occur with such frequency that their existence l.S only 
denied by the more ignorant �mbers of society. Interpretations, these days though, 
are rife, and it is in this quadrant of sttdy that barriers of pre-conceived ideas 
and views hinder any ultimate progression within parapsychology. 

Such (mis)interpretations of psychic faculties have been common since time 
imnemorial, and in the western world the bigges't single offender has been 
religious dogma. Unfortunately, religion has always believed that such 
' supernatural powers', it not clearly seen as an aspect of the

. 
particula: faith, 

are possessed by people unorthodox to their ideals, am thus, J.n opposihon to 
the Church. Inevitably, for centuries, those appearing to possess psyohio 
faculties became the opposition to established orthodoxy, am so were persecuted 
and oast out of society. 

For these reasons, even to this very day, there still lies donuant within 
man an instinctive race uemory, a superstitious fear of the unknown when . p resented in some form or the other. Luckily though, this is fast disappeanng 
from the minds of the masses, and onoe more a yearning towards � better 
understanding of the mind and it's relationship to others, to hfe, to nature, 
and to the universe itself, is fast spreading. Tolerance towards the presence 
of psychio abilities is all(I)Wing those who believe they possess them, to co� 
forward and openly speak of their personal experiences, with the knowledge that 
they Will not be scorned or frowned upon. F rom these accounts we can begin to 
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evaluate their true nature and purpose, and put them into perspective With respect 
to our ourrent advance.,nts in science and technology. 

ANCIENT WISDOM 

People speak of the rediscovery of knowledge and wisian of the ancients, lost 
to uan for perhaps thousands of years. The true knowledge am wisdan would aeem to 
be a total mderstanding of an and of nature, and the interaction between the 
two. In a sense we are now rediscovering this lost knowledge ani wisdom; but 
really rediscovery is the wrong application; realisation is more apt. Realising 
what, seemingly, our ancestors may well have known long ago. It is happening now 
and it is being loosely labelled under the heading of 'new age' Jey"sticism. 

THE EARTH )(YSTERIES 

One of the main areas of study in the current New Age thinking is that of 
the earth mysteries; the realisation of uan' s apparent past OOIU'l8ction and 
i nteraction with the subtle forces of nature. It invol"f8a e"f8rything frca the 
supposed ancient Wisdom of man, to geomanoy, dowsing, folklore, prehistory, 
traditions and observances of the countryside. 

'Earth m;ysteries' is a good label to describe the very new and rich area of 
research set an diaconring the true nature of man and his relationsbip with 
nature, and oan be plAoed alongside such interrelated subjects as ecology, 
conservation, and health of the body and mini, in the ourrent New .Age conoepts. 
It is also an apt description of Parasearch' s aims and intentions, ani will 
therefore form the basis ot the articles and lines of thought for this, and 
future issues of 'The Supernaturalist. • 

PARASEARCH 

Parasearoh has existed as a research body in the study of the paranol"DDll 
since September 1978. Among those who have been affiliated to the group are 
soml!t of the country's most prolific UFO investigators, and to it's credit are 
a number of noted UFO oases histories. It has also acted as the host and 
eo-organiser to the comtry' s largest UFO conference in 1980, held in Birad.nghaa. 
However, it is felt that the group should expand to emompass a more varied 
atdience, by producing this journal and opening it's ranks to the general public 
in a limited capacity. It's hopes are to gain, by open speculation and attention, 
new ground for the gradual acceptance of the earth mysteries, the paranol"JJIll, and 
general New .Age thinking. 

MIDLANDS BRANCH 

Although ''!'he Superna.turalist' am a membership group will centre a.rourd the 
Essex area for the time being, a Midlards branch is at present being 'to:rmed by 
Parasearoh researchers G ra.ham  Phillips am :Martin Keatma.n. Their approach will 
be to create a working party to study ani investigate the praotioal application 
of psychic awareness, while promoting ge�ral New .Age and neo-Pagan schools of 
thought. A nunber of publications and meetings will accan'P&l\Y the launoh details of which will be made available soon. 
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UFOs-
The ChanginE: Face 

of Acceptance 

Plying Saucers and UF'Os have been with us for over thirty four 
years, during which time our accepted beliefs in what they are and 
what they represent have altered considerably. This has mainly been 
due to the written word of' those who have propagated the existence, 
or non-existence , of such phenanena. We refer to the authors, the 
researchers, the media, and those who olaim to actually axperienoe 
it. We follow the changes in acceptance that have taken place since 
UFOs first appeared in our skies and study the effect this has had 
upon the wa:y the phenanena manitests to us, and haw our own 
interpretations have altered to suit the times. 

Part two of this review will appear in the next issue. 

It is now over thirty-four years since Kenneth Arnold made his historic 
sighting over the Cascade Mcnmtains of Washington State by claiming to have 
seen nine shin,y objects travelling at speed in an echelon fonDation across 
Mount Rainier. In attempting to describe the sight he witnessed to eager news 
reporters soon after the event the term ' saucer' was used. The � stuc\1, and 
in a very short time people across the world lmew of, and were sighting, 
'flying saucers'. 

Amongst the more rational of explanations to account for what was being 
seen by literally hundreds of people was the intimation that 'flying saucers' 
came from outer spaoe -from other planets. Close ones obviously, such as Venus, 
or liars, as in 1947 the botmdari.es of comprehension could only stretch to 
planets within our own solar system. Yet those who supported such beliefs were 
c9,nsidered craok pots, as indeed was anyone who actually claimed to have seen 
a sauoer or accepted thei� existence. Most 'sensible' people felt them to 
be merely an American news media joke, a publicity stunt, and not much -more 
than that. However, almost tmknowingly, by accepted the possibility of visitors 
from outer space the world was creating a new cultural belief system, and 
certainly a new chapter in the lengthy history of the supernatural. 

FLYH& SAUCERS ARE REAL 

'Sauoers' continued to be seen in the skies and inevitably they bagan to 
get more daring in their antics. Suspected landings were recorded, 'beings' 
from these 'craft' .were humorously mentioned, and crashes hinted at. The 
possibility of their existence was strengthening. Before long it became a party 
piece to light-heartedly discuss the topio; or to even cla� you 'believed'. 
Books soon appeared, one of the first being, ironically, penned by Kenneth 
Arnold himself and entitled 'Flying Saucers Are Real'. They gave accounts of 
apparent sightings and speculated on the feasibility of men from Mars visiting 
our earth in physical space ships; just like in the old 'sci-fi' movies. The 
idea of' beings inside the 'saucers' grew, and naturally, the next step in their 
existence would be the claimed contact and communication with aliens. This soon 
took place, and without doubt the first well documented case was that of' George 
Adamski. 

Kenneth Arnold, the founder of the UFO 
s.nigxna in 1 94 7. 
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George Adamski, the leadi� e:x:ponent 
of the oontactee synd.ronebacK in 
the early fifties. Below is one of 
the many pictures he supposedly took 
of' 'scout craft'-type 'flying saucers.' 
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FLYING SAUCERS HAVE LANDlm 

George Adamski was an astronomer from :Mount Paloma.r in California who took 
delight in watching the skies through a fifteen-inch telescope at a time when 
the early 'saooer' frenzy was at a peak. Accord:ing to his own life story in his 
book 'Flying Saucers Have Landed' , he had seen phenomena he believed to have 
been 'sauoers' as far back as 1946 when, in his own words, he saw with the 
naked eye - ' a gigantic space craft hovering above the mountain ridge'. 
Through his :intense skywatching he was 'rewarded' with many more 'sight ings'. 
On one particular night in 1947 he counted no less than 184 ! Evidently, 'the 
objects were passing in single file, but appeared to be moving in squadrons of 
thirty - two' � 

Soon afterwards Adamski claimed he had photographed 'saucers' 1 and in 1952, 
just five years after Kenneth Arnold' s trigger experience 1 he was reported to 
encountered a landed craft and to have actually cOIIIIlunioated with 'a tall, 
blonde haired Venusian' ,quite physical in nature who had just disembarked from 
a 'scout craft' 1 which itself' had come from a 'mother ship' positioned 
somewhere above the Arizona desert. Others, :including two people who were to 
later bee� 'contactees' themselves - G-eorge Hunt Williamson and Alice Wells ­
also witnessed Adamski's communication with the spaceman. Even the United States 
Air Force later admitt«;�d to spotting the giant 'mother ship' seen by Adamski 
and his friends. 'Proof' of extra - terrestrial visitors had seemingly been 
given, and that, at the time, no one could deny. 

The following year, 1953, saw the publication of Adamski's classic book 
'Flying Saucers Have Landed' marking the beginning of the second chapter in 
the history of UFOs. Co - written with fellow 'saucer' enthusiast Desmond Leslie, 
half' was an account of Adamski's experiences, while the rest was reserved for a 
review of current sightings and theories. It was in this section of the book 
that chapters were devoted over to the sighting of strange aerial objects 
purportedly seen � 1947; going as far back as the seventeenth century. 
Desmond Leslie had also realised that a gre�t many accounts of strange aerial 
boats, or VimaDas as they were known, are recorded :in ancient .3anskrit doctrines. 
He saw maey characteristics between strange aerial craft seen throughout the 
ages to those of the current 'saucer' wave, of which by that time there were 
literally thousands at hand. 

Many authors and researchers of this period started to realise that strange 
aerial objects, and contacts with apparently alien beings had been going on for, 
quite possibly, thousands of years. The more they looked back into parish 
records, religious texts, and old dusty books, the more the references could 
apparently be found. Such names as 'flying chariots', 'golden wheels', and 
'fiery shields', could be found time and time again to describe all sorts of 
airborne manifestations that had supposedly transversed the skies long ago. The 
whole mystery was indeed deepening. 

WAS GOD AN ASTRONAUT ? 

Then another natural progression in the saucer mystery occurred. 
Researchers studying the long and detailed history of unidentified flying 
objects were not stupid. If' the phenomena had indeed been around for 
thousands of years, and written evidence seemed to suggest this, then 
obviously beings from outer space had been 'watching' us for the � period 
of time. So, as such aerial spectacles would have been classed in most cultures 
as divine in nature 1 then was it not possible that certain religious miracles 
could be explained as the appearance of these space beings ? Or, even more 

controversial, was it possible that the reported visitations of religious 
deities and gods spoken of in sacred texts, were the interpretations of alien 
beings fran another planet ? 
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The theories were, obviously, outlandish in the public's eye, yet more aDi 
more researchers started to dig into, and re-examine, religious accounts of 
visitations. The prime examples used were stories taken fran the Bible, such as 
Ezekiel' s vision, Jacob' s Ladder, ar¥1 the appearances of angels. The evidenoe 
am interpretations given were spurious in JDS.Jzy" cases, but they did hold weight 
enough to allow a mmber of books to appear on the subject; and the 'Was God an 
astronaut' theory came into being. 

The idea began to build that if beings fran outer spaoe had been appearing 
since the dawn of time then, surely, we would have interpreted their presence by 
standards acceptable to the cultural beliefs and faiths of the day. They would 
have been taken as divine anens, and the appearance of gods, deities, and spirits. 
The appearance of such beings might also account for tbe fiaries, elves, and 
' little people' of folklore; as a great many similarities existed between 
archaic folklore tales ar¥1 the current wave of UFO sightings. The whole saga was 
becoming even more complex, philosophical, ar¥1 theoretical. 

George Adamski continued to be visited by his Venusian frierds, ar¥1 
inevitably, uany others started to cane forward to speak of their own contact 
with the aliens, and the 'contac'tee' syndrane came into being. SaDe of the 
accounts and claimed COiliiluni.cations were absurd, yet scme, like those of 
Adamski' s, seemed real enough. Many published their ccntact experiences in book 
fom., adding to the possibility of alien visitations. As with Adamski, most of 
the contactees clajmed their spl.cemen came frca planets within this solar system; 
from Venus, l4ars, Sat urn, the moons of particular planets ,even the dark side of 
our own moon. They spoke of great civilisations existing am that the spaoe 
brothers would soon IIIB.ke open contact with the world. G-enerally, t'lbe public still 
sneered at the 'oranks', but on the otherha.Dl, a greater acceptance in UPO 
sightings was beginnin&, and still the reports poured in. 

AN OFFICIAL ACCEPTANCE 

A new element in the UFO enigJ��& was also flowering with profusion during 
the fifties; and one that in the more sensible people's views was the evidence 
needed. This was the involvement of official bodies, such as government agencies 
am military intelligences, who - as ma.ny researchers were quick to point out -
appeared to be taking more than just a casual interest in the reported sightings 
of flying sauoers. Books appeared giving detailed accounts of quite reliable 
sightings made by military personnel, often members of flight orews who had 
perhaps been soratT\bled to purste unidentified aerial phenanena. Rumours aboWlded. 
of witnesses, investigators, and apologists of the Ul'O enigma being 'sUenoed' by 
shadey bodies or individuals purported to belong to the C IA, and the PBI, for 
instance. Page after page of 'sightings' investigated by either the air forces 
or governmental officials existed, ani report fo:nos were spoken of actually in 
use to 'officially' record such occurrences. 

It was the u. s. Air. Force who coined the tem 'unidentified flying object' , 
or UFO in short, to describe what until that time had been called 'f�ng 
saucers'. They even began an official project to stuiy UFOs in an attempt to 
either prove, or disprove, their existence once and for all. 'rheir.initial 
conclusions during the fifties were inconclusive, despite the fact that rumours 

were fast circulating that the u.s. Air Foroe actually possessed crashed 
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aauoars. The general public still laughed off the very thought of UFOs, yet even 
by doing this, they were furthering the feasibility of their existence. 

THE OTHER ALTERNATI'Vm 

Although the ma:i,n hypothesis in support of UFOs during the fifties seemed 
to be that they wre peysioal. ora.tt from other planets, other alternative ideas 
were put forward. Time travellers for one; beings fran our own future. This 
theory was so inoanoeivable and complex to speculate upon that a few lines in a 
book was usually sut'fioe to leaw it as a Jll're consideration. Secret weapons of 
a particular govel'!JIIIDnt or organisation was also mentioned occasionally. Russian 
origins for UPO's were topical, as were secret Nazi weapons developed since the 
Second World War; even the possibility that they were secret u.s. Air Force 
airoratt was discussed. Strangely enough, scme reports of objects witnessed at 
close quarters supposedly incluied the viewing ot u.s. Air Foroe serial mmbers, 
battling DBey" believers of the period. other theories were based along the lines 
of inter-d.imsnsional vehicles that could travel through inner space, or even that 
they originated f'rall the 'higher realms' of this planet. 

Yet the theories would always return to the physical oratt from other 

Klanets idea, as it was in this area that the apparent evidence was leading. 
emii!Uaber too that oontactees had actually spoken to the alien beings who had 

seemingly oontirJII'd themselves that they came from our neighbouring planets. 
It was all taken too much at face value, even though nany researchers tried, 
quite geniunely, to explain away Dny of the reported sightings as astronomical, 
Jll8.tUI8de, and natural phenanena. 

ALIEN INTERACTION WITH PAST CIVILISATIONS 

Those who believed that UFOs had been around for thousands of years 
continued to find evidence in support of this theory. They looked towards 
ancient JI\Tsteries of the world, the work of our ancestors that with our present 
day understanding we could find no logical explanations. These, they said, were 
the oanaree. proof of extra-terrestrial visitations long ago. They looked at 
the Egyptian pyramids, Stonehenge, the great lost civilisations of Central and 
South America, the mysterious tekti tea of Baalbek, the vitrified soils of the 
Gobi Desert, and the Nazoa lined figures and straight paths drawn out on the 
Peruvian landscape, to dntion but a few. All could have been the result of 
alien interaction with humanity, they decided. 

The idea was discussed in a number of books during the late fifties, but in 
the pubU.c' s eye, such views were to lie dormant until the publication of books 
by such peQple as Robert Charroux, �ond Drake, George Hunt Williamson, and 
of course - Erioh von Danilcen, some years later. However, the possible implications 
of extra-terrestrial interaction with humanity long ago left glaring questions 
in our understanding of anoient civilisations. What were aliens doing here ? How 
did th� effect the evolution and progression of the human kind ? What had all 
this to do with the present wave of UFO sightings ? Could it possibly be that 
the aliens cam�t down and. interbred with the peoples of long ago to create the 
hybrid race we are now ? , and that the space brothers were the 'missing link:' ? 
Is the htman race part of some great experiment, with tba appearances of modem 
day UPOs the proof that 'they' were still keeping a watchful eye on their 
Garden of Eden ? Speculations abounded ••• 

Once more the religious doctrines were consulted and interpretations mde. 
It extra-terrestrials had been here long ago, then surely they would provide the 
answers the researchers were lookin� for. Genesis speaks of the creation of the 

Below, a picture of Kenneth Arnold with a couple 
of airline pilots who had witnessed a 'flying 
saucer' in those early days. Right, l;eorge King, 
contactee and founder of the Aetherius Society, 
who made the UFO enigma into a workable belief 
system using well-worn philosophical idea and 
mystical practices. 
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Left, 'Prince of the 
Power of Air (Satan). ' 
by Dore. Are the legerds 
of the fallen angels, 
the Watchers, the 
Nephilim, and the Sons 
of God the remnants of 
stories alltding to 
alien interaction long 
ago ? Sane thought so, 
and the contactees took 
it further. So is there 
any truth in this idea ? 
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human race and o'f the 1 sons of God'. Chapter six, verse two states: 1 that the 
sons of God saw the d.a ughte rs of us.n that they were fair; and they took them 
wives of·all which they chose! • .  Then in verse six: 'There were giants in the 
earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came unto the 
daughters of men and they bare children to them, the same becalll' mighty men 
which were of old, men of renown' • 

These verses were taken to support the idea that the 'sons of God ' were, 
intact, ancient spacemsn who had interbred with hl.IDAllity. The 'sons of God ' 

were comnonly thought to mean angels, who, having consorted with mortal wanen, 
became 'fallen'. Apocryphal writings of Juiiasm, the Essenes, and early 
C hristianity were also brought out to study those 'fallen' angelso The legends 
ot the Watchers, the Nephilim, and the Elohim were all cited as evidence of 
extra-terrestrial interaction; as were stories from Cbaldean, Egyptian, and 
Sumerian prehistory. The researchers were certainly creating a us.jor headache 
for the theologists and religious exponents. Yet the theories were all .too 
possible, and could not be discarded as mere speculation. 

The UFO phenomenon was creating so many complex theories that by the 
early sixties the subject was fast becoming a complete belief system in itself. 
Because of which, two very important areas were fast caning into being. The 
first being the growing nl.Dber of flying saucer clubs and societies springing 
up in both Britain and the United States, the other being the various UFO cults, 
who based their ideologies and their beliefs around the philosophies and 
preachings of the growing n\.lllber of UFO contactees. It was inevitable that the 
'space brothers' would eventually become the new modern era versions of the past 
religious conceptions of divine beings. Influences who were the controllers of 
destiny and fate, the manipulators of mankind itself. Beings who had seeded 
h umanity in our distant past, and thus we were their children. 

Many of the cultist groups were to only last a few years, but some, like 
George King's Aetherius Society, still exist today, with it's headquarters in 
Los �lea and London, and literally thousands of devoted followers. George King, 
lilte Adamski before him, firmly believed he was in touch with the 'space brothers' 
fran Venus. However, King mixed in some strange religious connotations by 
claiming divine contact with Jesus and Krishna. His beliefs formed the 'teachings' 
of the Aetherius Society, probably one of the most curious of all the cults 
that sprang out of the UFO craze of. the 1950s. 

King, like so many of the contactees, claimed to have been appointed an 
envoy for the 'space brothers' on this planet, and that he had been charged with 
spreading the wo7'L in preparation for open contact with the 'Interplanetary 
Parliament', that incidently met on Saturn, we are told. 

King had stuiied yoga., spirituaJ.ism, theosophy, and the occult before his 
first enootmter with the 'space brothers'. He must have been aware of the 
various aspects of the UFO and 'contactee' syndrome before the commencement of 
his own experiences, and this in itself could have effected his views and ideas 
about what his own experiences actually represented. But King added a new and 
very significant aspect to the UFO enigma by claiming mental contact with the 
'space brothers', and announcing that the entities would work 'via' him, in the 
form of trance mediunship; in otherword.s, they would speak through him whilst 
he lay in a deep trance state. 

For the first time, a contactee was openly showing a direct connection 
between the accepted ideas of the UFO phenomenon, and the human mind, in the 
form of trancemediumship, an altered state of consciousness known and used 
throughout history in various guises by most religions and cultures. His 

mental contact with the entities showed another 'psychic' faculty of the mind 
in addition to trancelll'di\.lllShip, that of clairaudienoe, the apparent hearing 
of non-real sounds and voices. Interesting points that will be crucial to our 
understanding of the UFO phenouenon from a socio-psyohologioal context in 
respect to religious belief systems. 
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The Aetherius Society, in similar with many of the otJller lesser known 
contactees and cults, introdooed, for the first time, elements of a mentally 
subjective and occult nature into their practices. Aside from tranoemediumship 
ard olairaud.ience, it was believed that spiritual healing was necessary. The 
society also engaged in rituals using the chanting or shouting of 'words of 
power' to store spiritual energy, to be supposedly released at some later date 
in areas of 'karml.o imbalance'. The philosophies spoken by the entities, through 
King, centred arourXI. warnings to uankind of coming natural and manDBde disasters 
about to befall this planet. They spoke of spirituality through love and peace, 
and stated that our world was the ultimate battleground between the forces of 
good and evil, ard that an intergalaotio confrontation was also being fought on 
a spiritual level in the heavens. 

The followers eagerly flocked to listen to King.' s. cosmic ramblings which 
were alway' s coloured by the current news of what was occurring back at the 
' Interplanetary Parliament.' His spiritual conceptions were nothing new, being 
the sort of jargon spoken by apparent higher beings of any form and culture 
for literally thousands of years. What was new though, was the 'space brothers' 
connection. It seemed that with the lapse of religious belief in the western 
world during the past couple of generations, there had fo�d a vacant situation 
tor a new belief system. Something new, something concurrent with our own 
technological and scientific advancements. The growing acceptance of the UFO 
enigma with it's ocnoepts of extra-terrestrial beings controlling and 
manipulating the h\.lD8.n race wa& beginning to fill that vacant position, a 
natural progression that was inevitable right from Kenneth Arnold's monUIII8ntal 
sighting of the nine 'saucers' aver the Cascade Mowtains in 1947. 

In the next issue we will see how the UFO phenomenon continued 
to support it's own growing acceptance in society by producing 
case histories to further the hypothesis of extra-terrestrial 
origins. How the well established UFO fraternity began to alter 
it's own standpoint in relation to what the phenomenon 
represented, and how the more enigmatic surveyors of the 
subject began to realise that the 'nuts and bolts', or physical 
origin of UFOs hypothesis was becoming inadequate to explain 
what was really going on. 

FURTHER READING. For those not familiar with literature associated with the UFO 
enigus. it might be advisable to check out a few of the following books to get 
a background on the socio-psyohological history of the subject. For the more 
controversial angles there is John Keel's 'The Cosmic Question', a must if one 
feels like carving up all religious .belief systems. For the oontaotee syndrome, 
try Desmond Leslie and George Adamski' s 'Flying Saucers have Lamed', which is 
still available in paperback. Leslie' s review of the San.skrit/UFO connections, 
and his speculations referring to the past use of vibrations in prehistory is 
excellent. Adamski's account is typical of the oontaotee scene. For the 'was 
God an astronaut' idea, try T.C. Lethbridge's 'The Legend of the Sons of God'. 
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The Aveley Abduction -A New Look 

liany readers will no doubt be familiar with the case that has co!lt) 
to be known as 'The Aveley Abduction' that centres around the 
claims of' the Avis family ( pseuionym) and a remarkable encounter 
with the UFO phen�non in the lane s of' the Greater London 
countryside during the autUDI'l of' 1974. Full length accounts have 
appeared in the internationally acclaimed magazine 'Flying Saucer 
Review', along with less accurate reports in such newspapers as 
'The News of' the World' and 'The National Enquirer'. 

To Briti sh  ufologists the cue remains as one of' the most bizarre this 
country has ever produced. A whole family claiming to have been abducted aboard 
an alien spacecraft along with all manner of' subsequent paranormal and 
p sychological ef'f'eots upon their li-.es. Yet it is almost four years since the 
case was brought to the notice of' the author and the UFO fraternity, and over 
three years since the completion of' the lengthy inve stigations that climaxed in 
the publication of' the 'Flying Saucer Review' articles. 

T:illla, and the gathering of' further information relating to the abduction 
experience has allowed a total re-examination of' thi s case , leading to possible 
new speculative ideas and explanations, almost completely paradoxical to those 
initially ass�d. Explanations that to many may seem even more difficult to 
accept than the original belie f' that the family were abducted by aliens. 

Yet before we can introduce any new f indings we will have to relook at the 
family's catalysing experience , and the subsequent events relevant to the subject, 
bringing the case right up to date . For those who already lmow most of the story 
it wUl aid as a necessary backdrop f'or future articles ; and f'or those unfamiliar 
with the case 1 it is a story not to be passed over if' an overall tmd.erstanding of' 
the UFO enigma is wished. 

ON A Qum AUTUMN EVENING • • • 

It began as the Avis family were driving along the dark country lanes of the 
Greater London borough of Upninster towards their home at nearby Aveley. It 
seemed as if' they were totally alone , with no oars passing or in view in either 
direction ; a point that was Jlt)ntally considered strange by the driver, John Aviso 
The furthest matter f'ran their minds during that journey was the supernatural, 
and not one of' them could have lmown that the events about to befall them would 
dramatically alter their lives f'or ever, and begin a saga that has continued to 
this day. 

The family, consi sting of' John, then a twenty-eight year old carpenter of 
East London de scent ; his quiet ,  and petite wife Elaine, a housewife and mother ; 
and their three young children, were on their way home from Elaine ' s parent's 
at Ha.rold Hill. It was a journey they made frequently, and one that normally took 
twenty minute s at the most. As John wanted to watch a play on television at ten­
thirt y  that evening they made sure they had left at around nine-forty-five. Forty­
five minute s  was ample , l.mder normal circumstances ••• 

Their white Vauxhall Victor Estate coasted along at a steady speed. The car 

IS THIS THE FACE CF THE AVIS FAMILY'S SUBCONSCIOU3 MIND ? Or is it the image of an 
alien, an extra-terrestrial being , that remains as a collective race memory of what 
happened on this planet long, long ago. John Avis' origiral draw� of' a Watcher, 
one of' the supposed be ings that he believes were responsible for the instigation of 
' THE AVELEY ABDUCTION. ' Yet is he correct ? What really did happen to the family ? 
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radio was attuned to a looal. independent station, and soD' kird of chat show was 
dimly auiible above the drone of the noisy oar engine. For the children, it was 
late. Karen and Stuart 183 sleeping, re sting against each other on the rear seat, 
while the eldest boy, Kevin, looked out on to the bleak Essex landscape. 

Kevin then drew John and Elaine's attention to a glowing, blue, oval shaped 
mass, silently pacing the car over to their left. At first glance they took it to 
be an aircraft, but on closer scrutiny, they realised the sight was unlike 
anything they had seen before. Their excitement grew as they ooncltded they were 
witnessing, what they believed to be, a UFO. 

They watched as the aerial mass changed course ard headed in their direction, 
John craning his neck as it passed overhead. Soon it was out of sight, obscured by 
the trees and undergrowth nearby. The sighting had ended, and their journey to 
Aveley contin'l.l!'do Yet their saga was not over by any means. Within minutes the 
family bacame disturbed as the car engine and eleotrics failed. The radio began 
to crackle and smoke before dying, and no longer could they hear the sound of the 
t y res rolling over the tarme.cked road beneath them. Their journey was becoming 
unreal; unworldly. 

Still the oar continued to glide long. Then, as they turned a right-hand 
bend, they saw, in front of them, a luminous bank of green mist that seemed to 
emoompass the whole road. Silently they coasted into the mist, at which reality 
as we know it, appeared to cease. A cold tingling sensation ran through their 
bodies. Confused thoughts span around their minds. Then blackness, total void. 

The next recall the family had was of driving along the sam:t stretch of road 
over half' a mile on from where they had encountered tm green mist. Thei-r minds 
were dazed. They felt sick, nauseated, and they had headaches. The remainder of 
the journey was made in silence, with each act-ing in an almost somnanbulistic 
f ashion. John drove; Elaine by his side; Kevin continuing to stare out onto the 
laniscape, while the other two children slept. The car seemed to be functioning 
normally. Only the radio remained silent, John having wrenched out the wiring 
just before they had entered into the mist. 

Once safely ho1113 , John rewired the radio and found it to be operating 
perfectly; aside from a few melted wires. Elaine carried the children in and put 
them to bed before switching on the television to catch the play John wanted to 
see. To their bafflement all channels were lifeless. They just couldn't 
understard it. The play should have been on. 

Elaine then realised the full implications of their encounter with the green 
mist. The cooker clock in the kitchen showed the time as one-ten. Impossible, P 
thought, as they had left Harold Hill at nine-forty-five. The journey could only 
have taken forty-five minutes at the most, twenty minutes usually, provided the 
traffic wasn't bad. Naturally Elaine assUD13d the clock to be faulty, so decided 
to check with the telephone 'speaking clook'. It too confirmed that the time was 
well past one o ' clock. Their journey had taken a staggering three and a half 
hours. Three of which were seemingly missing from their lives. 

John and Elaine had no idea of' where the three hours could have gone. It was 
a total �stery; and it worried them. What had they done ? Where had they been ? 
What had happened to the children ? The only answer they could give was it had 
some connection with the silent blue light they'd seen, and their encounter with 
the green mist. How though, they dreaded to think. The whole incident, they 
decided, was best forgotten. It had to be erased from their memories; as the 
questions it poised were just too unreal to conceive. 

17 
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THE CHANG-ES BEG-IN 

In the weeks that followed, the whole family began to change in Dl8.l1Y ways. 
John gave up smoking (be has sinced restarted) 1 after having puffed away at an 
unhealthy forty a day for some years. He gave up drinking; a pastine he much 
enjoyed till that t:i.ne. Elaine did likewise, although in her case she had never 
really been a drinker anyway. Next to disappear fran the family's daily routines 
was �t. Overnight, all but the youngest child, Stuart, founi they could no 
longer face the sight of animal flesh; codced, or uncooked. It absolutely 
repulsed them. Elaine found she could not go near a butcher's shop ani Jolm felt 

he was about to be sick every time he smelt the, in his terms, ro:U odour of 
meat cooking. 

Months went by, and still John and Elaine spoke little of their encounter. Not 
ewn to their closest friends. They guessed their changes in life style were in some 
way con�cted with the lost three hours, but that was all. Even this, not unobvious 
connectl.on, made them feel that perhaps UFOs were at the root of what was going on.· 
A resrpect for nature and the urge to revert to a more natural life style had always 
been at the back of both Jolm and Elaine' s minds. Yet within months of their 
enoounter it began to enter into their lives dramatically. 'l'he whole family became 
very conservation minded. John began to use his apparently hidden artistic talents 
to paint, write poems, sculpure, and renovate anything old. He spoke of 
tmderstanding the foroes of nature, and life in general. He spoke of the workings 
of the mind; the apparent effect of terrestrial and cosmic energies upon us and 
took an interest in the earth mysteries subject - the supposed ancient wisd�s of 
ma.nkir.¥1. 

. 

Elaine became a herbalist, collecting plants and flowers from the' woods and 
using herbs for cooking and cures. She began to choose her foods carefully, 
attempting to make sure that what they ate contained as little additives possible. 
Reg� doctors and medicine were considered worthless ard false, leaving natural 
healJ.ng as the main answer to ailments. Pills of any description, save when 
absolutely necessary, were right out. 

Yet the changes left their toll, especially on John. For in the year 
following the encounter he found himself continually out of work, a factor that 
undoubtedly catalysed his partial nervous brakedown in mid 1975. The strain of 
everyday lite caved in on top of him, .producing a situation from which he knew he 
bad to break free. He found himself working with the mentally handicapped, a 
position that he felt very emotionally drawn towards. Elaine ceased to be purely 
a housewife and mother, taking up child nursing f'ulltime. All three children 
showed dramatic improvements in their schoolwork, especially in the more creative 
subjects such as art and writing. The new changes in the family's lives were 
beginning to shape up, and seemingly, tor the better. Yet still their encounter 
with tie green mist and t!JB lost three hours remained a mystery. 

DREAm 

The only possible links that John and El.aine could associate with the lost 
three hours were vague, unreal images that occasionally filtered into their 
waking consciousness through dreams. Pictures of brightly lit roans and operating 
tables like those of a hospital theatre, plagued their nights; as did images of 
grotesque dwarf, or almost gnome-like, beings touching them; standing over them. 
As time passed, the dreams bacame more lucid, more vivid, more real, and a sense 
of yearning to discover, to find out, bagan to take hold of John. 

1 9  
John and EJaine patiently 
wait for- the author to 
take site photos during 
August 1977. Their 
bafflement and contusion 
over their 1974 encounter 
was· eveloped with their 
htmour and nonchalant 
attitu:le over what had 
occurred and the lengthy 
investigations taking 
place. 

The site of 'The Aveley 
Abduction,•a place the 
family pass with an air 
of uneasiness even now. 
Why should a luninous 
green mist make them 
believe they lost three 
hours of their lives ? 

The abductees return to 
the site seven years on. 
Note the changes now. 
The hedgerow has 
disappeared, and a deep 
ditch runs alongside 
the road. Last year both 
John and Elaine dreamt 
of a oar inside this 
ditch following a crash. 
Two we«tks later the 
dream became a reality 
when they noticed a 
Cortina had jumped off 
the road and erded up 
in the ditch. 
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PARANORMAL MANIFESTATIONS 

To make matters worse , as the dreams contimed , paranortJJl.l incidents began 
to surround the family. Strange droning noises were clearly heard on several 
occasions esmmating f'ran somewhere above the house . Taps , knocks,  bumps , and 
a licks constantly followed John and Elaine , and dark silouet ted apparitions 
casually manifested. Even the witne ssing of' weird aerial lights only served as 
a reminder of the ir encounter back in the autumn of' 1974. 

Perhaps one of the strangest incidents to ocour happened one evening in 1976. 
Two odd characters arrived at John' a parent ' s  ho� in East Ham, when both John 
and Elaine were present. Both were well over six feet tall , and both were wearing 
identical suit s. At first glance one might have been forgiven for thinking them 
to be Mormon missionaries. Yet these two were apparently quite different. 

The two looked like twins, with short , SD8rt haircut s ,  high foreheads and 
cheekbones ,  pale complexions, thin , feminine looking lips , and piercing blue eye s. 
They cla:iml!td to represent a religious group of' sane kind and , .after gaining 
entrance into the household , proceeded to confuse John and Elaine by insisting 
they show films containing scenes of' barren deserts. They clained that if' mankind 
did not alter it ' s  current course , then the world would eventually undergo 
catalysmio upheavals , to leave it a barren wasteland. The two then smiled 
knowingly at the baffled couple , said they would soon meet again, and politely 
lef t without further word. Needless to say, they never returned. 

PSYCHIC FACULTIES 

Further newfomd changes in the Avis '  live s cane in the form of apparent 
p sychic faculties. First John , then Elaine , found they could intuitively know 
what others around them were thinking , or were about to say. Both began to 
experience precognition , in the form of dreams that o� true , gut instinct , ani 
intuition. Each found they could sense atJOOspheres , both indoors and out ; and 
realised that by the consentration of thought , they could gain re sults they 
required. 

THE CORRECT TIME 

As the tunnoil within the family' s normal and routine live s began to fade , 
John considered the tine correct to perhaps tell so�one about the 1974 
encounter, and the change s that he , and the rest of' his family , had seemingly 
undergone. John knew that there were those actively involved in the research and 
stuly of' UFOs and the paranonual. lf' anyone was to give them a sympathetic 
hearing , it would be these people. Coincidently enough, in early 1977, while 
listening to a local radio station, John heard the voice of' a so-called ' UFO 
investigator' openly supporting the hypothesis of extra-terrestrials visiting 
the earth. Listeners were telephoning the chat show to relate their own clai.nl'd 
UFO sighting s ,  and the subject was being reviewed in a serious vein. 

This , John felt , was his chanoe. He dialled the mmber of' the radio station 
and soon found himself' on the air about to divulge , to an au:lience of' many 
thousa.M.s, the details of' hi s family' s remarkable encounter with the supernatural. 
B ut this was not to be ,  for as he spoke , his voioe becane inaulible due to sudden 
interference atd statio , and eventually he was cut off'. Fate , according to John, 
had stepped in. It was still , seemingly, not the right timeo 

It was not until May 1977 that John had hi s next ohance to relate his 
encounter. Through a local newspaper artic le he contacted the Essex UFO Stuly 
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Group , a now defunct local society who unbelievably did not appear to see the 
potential of the case. They passed the details on to � during August of' that 
year and I was imnediately able to ohat with John A"f'is over the telephone. I 
listened to a token recital of' the family' s encounter and arranged to inteni.ew 
them at their Avaley home the following afternoon, Sunday , the 21st. 

The interview lasted for so� hours , and by the time I left their home ,  I was 
satisfied that the family were genuine , and felt they had related an event whioh, 
to them at least , was a living meJOOry. They struok me as warm, sincere , and quite 
down-to-earth characters, and not the type to have fabricated the story as a 
bizarre and sick hoax. The case itself' did show the symptoms and traits of' be ing  
a n  abduction ;  something unknown i n  this country at that ti.m&o That fact that they 
could not recall coming out of' the green mist ; the lucid recurring dreams ; and the 
sulden atd dramatic changes in their lives , following the encounter, were all 
the signs indicative of such a case. Matters they could have kn'Oifn nothing about 
unless they had read specific mterial relating to such oases ;  whioh seemingly they 
had not. 

HYPNOSIS 

After the first interview inves tigations continued. The site of' the 
encounter was surveyed, tape recordings were transcribed , and the route taken by 
the family f'ran Harold Hill to Aveley on that fateful day , was reconstructed tor 
timing purposes and photographs. A second interview followed , atd by that tiue I 
had made up my mind. Hypnosis could be used to allow John, Elaine , or both, to  
recall what ooourred during the three hour time lapse. The matter was discussed 
with them, and after due consideration ,  John, a little hessitantly, agreed to be 
put mder hypnosis provided a suitable , professional , and qualified hypno­
therapist could be found. 

As a �mber of' the UFO Investigator' s Network, the magazine ' Flying Saucer 
Review ' was consulted in respect to this matter of hypnosis. Within days the 
oounoil, led by Charles Bowen and Gordon Creighton, had arranged for Dr. Leonard. 
Wilder,  the dental physician and hypno-therapist to conduct the intended sessions. 
This was indeed quite an honour, as his work with regres sional. hypnosis for the 
purpose of' recalling supposed past lives , had just appeared in a book eo-written 
with top ghost author Peter Underwood. 

During September 1977 , just prior to the hypnosis ses sions , another interrlew 
was held with John and Elaine , during which both began to recollect various images 
and situations thought to be connected with the lost three hours. They could see 
their car in a large ' hanger' -like area, with a balcony sUITounding it , on which 
were tall entities in silver,r-grey one piece suits. Both could picture themselves 
being medically examined in brightly lit rooms , and described in some detail , two 
types of' entity; one dwarf-like , with faces not dissimilar to h'I.IDBlloid-like bats. 
The others were tall, serene , with high , prominent cheekbones ,  pink eye balls ,  pale 
cauplexions , and tace masks ooveing their mouths and noses. Elements ot a full 
blown UFO contact experience , just as I had considered from the start • • •  

In the month that followed, a series o f'  three hypnosis sessions were 
conducted at the home of' Dr. Be rnard  Finoh in London, himself' a council member 
f or ' Flying Sauoer Review ' .  They seeued to oonf'irm that the conscious recalls of' 
both John and Elaine related to solD' bizarre encomter with alien entities aboard, 
what one would as stae to be ,  a ' spacecraft ' .  ET.i.dehtly , atter the oar entered into 
the green mist , a conical white beam of' light apparently engulfed, and lifted 
it upwards. The next thing he recalled was being in the large hanger-like area with 
the tall silvery-grey suited entities standing around them. 
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The precise account o f  John ' s recall of the lost three hours whi le under 
hypnosis , plus those consci ously recalled by both John and Elaine , are far too 
complex for publication here. But for those interested , full account s were la ter 
published in two lengthy articles that appeared in ' Flying Sauoer Review ' during 
1978. Suffice it to say that f'ollCJifing the apparent medical examinations , John , 
Elaine , and the elde st boy, Kevin, were seemingly given a conducted t our of the 
craf't , and related how a vast amount of informl. tion was given to them for fut ure 
use in their lives. The aliens allegedly gave reasons for abducting the family, 
why they were here on this planet , and what the family ' s future course would be. 

PERSONAL COIDLUS IONS AT THE TIME 

As a rather ' green '  investigator of UFO reports of this nature , I was 
amazed at the recall of the lost three hours. Here was a whole family who 
firmly believed they had been taken aboard an alien spacecraft. At the time I 
believed that the Avis '  had been abducted , just as they did themselve s ;  and one 
thing no one could deny was the lost three hours. But John , and Elaine , went 
further, suggesting that the influence and manipulAtion of the forces that caused 
the abduc tion experience we re still around , and still affected their destiny in 
soJm way. I quote this because it is important to remember what they intuitively 
felt at that time ; and what may well have affected rrr:r reasoning as regards to the 
motivations of' the case it self'. John also said a lot more during this exciting 
period , much of' which was ignored or passed over ,  but now seems more re levant than 
anything else. 

AFTER THE INVESTIGATION 

Throughout the remainder of 1977 constant contact wa's kept with the Avis 
family. An objective viewpoint remained as a nece s sary  barrier between us. Note s 
and data were kept on any strange incident that befell any member of the family. 
Yet after the investigations were complete we decided to continue our friendship 
on a regular basis. For hours John ,  Elaine , her sister A.nne , and I would talk over 
everything related to the supernatural. Philosophical ideas would be put f'oiWard , 
and nearly always , John had a good and logical explanation. 

It was during these long debate s that , quite often, John would lapse into a 
philosophical mood and speak at length on one particular subject for aeything upto 
an hour at a time. This would include subjects he apparently knew li ttle about .  
Subjects such as the ideals o f  past an d  present cultures an d  religions across the 
world; and the supposed ancient wisdan of' the Megalithic civilisation - the 
builders of' such great stone and earthwork mm.ments as Stonehenge , Avebury, and 
Silbury Hill. 

At the finish of' these long speeche s ,  John would stddenly cease talking , look 
around at the perplexed faces s taring at him, and ask what he had been saying. 
Thi s apparent ' psychic ' faculty of' hi s was somewhat intriguing , as it suggested 
that , tnder certain c onditions , John could relate information and viewpoints that 
c onsciously he had no knowledge of. 

1978 ONWARDS 

A large number of' seemingly paranormal incidents continued to surround the 
family' s lives. Everything from apparitions , unaccountable sound s ,  supposed UFO 
sightings , and poltergeist phenomona continue to occur. Yet unlike the early days 
when such happenings were looked upon with either fright , excitement , or 
puzz lement , they are now reviewed with mystical interpretations , or as ooens , that 
apparently, often prove to be quite accurate. 

J ohn and Elaine , above , about to ascend 
the T or at Glastonbury during the S\.IIIIn8r 
of 1978. The figure trailing behind is 
Parasearch researcher Graham Phillips. 
Below, John attempting to dowse an Avebury 
stone early one cold May morning in 1981. 

Elaine Avis psyohometrizes a 
Rollright stone , above. Below, 
authore s s ,  J el'U\Y Randles 
interviews J ohn Avis at the 
family' s Aveley hane in 
1978. 
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On a number of oocasions both John, and Elaine , and quite recently the 
eldest boy Kevin, have experienced apparent out - of - the - body situations. 
In John and Elaine ' s  oase they will find themselves revisiting the alleged 
entities of their abduction. Sometimes the two have even claimed to meet eaoh 
other whilst astrally projecting , independently comparing notes the following 
day. The supposed entities still appear very similar to those seen during the 
abduction experience. However, John now believes that the visual impressions he 
sees are uerely images created by a kind of raoe memory to account for the 
re sultant effects when his unconscious mind is worlcing on a higher 'lribrational 
level. All'OWi.ng conmunication, if you like , with the pure cosmic energies 
inherent within inner spaoe , and to which we have always considered independently 
intelligent. This apparent effect cause s ,  according to John , the unconscious mind 
to produce archetypal impressions to aot as acceptable interpretations for what 
i s  g oing on. 

This view is obviously a far cry from the family' s ' nuts and bolts'  -like 
view of their abduction back in 1977. Yet even now , both John and Elaine still 
consider that an aotual outside inte lligence of an extra-terrestrial nature was 
involved with their abduction, and that in soue way , it is still affecting their 
live s to this very day. They also be lieve that this intelligence was once an 
actual race that physically visited this planet uany thousands of years ago, and 
who tampered with the evolutionary process of :rmnkind to :rmke him into the hybrid 
he apparently is today. 

John has a whole series of visual impressions , like a conscious memory , of 
what supposedly happened when these beings were on this planet ; and intriguing they 
are to say the least. It would seem that they were similar in appearance to the 
entities the family believe they saw during the abduction experience , yet with 
long, :fair hair and blue eyes. John explains that it h a kind of race memory 
within people that produce s this archetypal conceptual image of the UFO entity 
when the mind is confronted with a surgenoe of ' alien' or cosmic energies ;  which 
is why the descriptic.n appears again and again during UFO encounters. :Most of the 
o ther UFO entity descriptions, he feels, are purely tm product of the 
unconscious mind at a time when a !ll'aningful mystical experience is necessary ; 
and will depend upon the cuiTent acceptable standards ot a particular culture or 
religious belief. Despite these new interpretations of the UFO entity from John, 
there is no reason to suggest that these are any more correct than hi s 1977 
views. However ,  they are certainly food for thought. 

THE MEGALITHIC CIVILISATION 

John claims that one of the past civilisations to have benefited. trcm a 
direct alien interaction was the Megalithic builders of Britain, which is why , 
he says, he apparently possesses a knowledge of their ancient wi sdom. Again, he 
seemingly possesses , or can produce on certain occasions , visual impressions and 
information relating to this culture. Amongst which are detailed i:rmges concerning 
the construction and activitie s surrounding the st one circles and the great 
earthworks. He can tell you why he believes that swch monuments were constructed , 
and as far as we are aware through current earth �stery research in recent years , 
he seems to be on the right track. This being without John reading hardly any 
material on the subjec t ,  even to this day. 

Elaine Avis also possesses the apparent ability to tap unconscious 
information and viewpoint s ,  although on a different scale to that of John. She can 
intuitively ' know '  various matters relating to tm earth mysteries subject. 
However, she keeps much of it to herself , and being the more reserved of the two , 
doe s not often chat openly about the ability. A lot of it concerns her personal 
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interest in herba lism, divinat ion, and hea lth. 

FSYCHCUETRY 

Another psychic faculty both John and Elaine seem to possess on a quite 
remarkable leve l  is psychanet ry  - the ability to know and picture certain things 
about a place or inani:rmte object. On numerous oocasicns both have conveyed 
spec ific information relating to pre -Christian and Christian sacred site s ,  either 
at the place or away from it. Most favoured for such ' readings ' in John' s oase 
have been Megalithic stone and earthwork structure s ,  which haTe incltded 
Glastonbury, the Rollright Stones in Oxfordshire , Cast lerigg stom c ircle in 
Cumbria, Avebury, Deney Abbey in Cambridgeshire , and tm Royston beehive oave , 
once belonging to the Knight s Templar, in H8rts. 

Obviously, much of the information given is uncheckable , and possibly 
subject to subconscious cclouration. However, in some oa•es,  such as John' s 
psychom!ttric experiences at Glastonbury during 1979 , information has been 
imparted that has later been verU'ied. quite independently. While s tanding on the 
Tor, John said he could see the building of the earthwork on the already 
existing volcanic plug. Seeaingly, according to John, it was constructed in tiers 
which were then rounded off to form various concentric levels. Evidently, only 
the initiated priesthood were allowed to ascend to the highe st levels, at the 
apex of the Tor, leaving the re st to asoend to a lower level compatible to their 
respective spiritual evolvei!IRil�.J:ohn DWSntioned that be could see row s of 
megalithic stone s leading away. in certain directions from the foot of the Tor, 
which is intere sting as none exist there now. 

Sanetime later Jolm. Avis '  psychometric abilities came to the attention of 
e arth m.Ysterie s author and researcher John Glover who began to study them in 
relation to megalithic stone circle s ,  notably Castlerigg , where John Glover had 
himself made some remarkable discoveries in re speot to the shadow paths oast by 
standing stone s. Jolm Avis was introduced to members of RILKO ( Re search Into 
Lost Knowledge Organisation ) ,  including the noted earth JIG"steries re searche rs ,  
Keith Critchlow an d  John Stee le .  They in t urn  introduced Jolm. to Paul Devereux , 
editor of ' The Ley Hunter' . During conversatiC\n with Paul, the Glastonbury 
p sychometric readings were mentioned , and apparent ly Paul mentioned that 
arohaelogical re se arch had indicated the possibility of standing stones onoe 
existing at the Tor ,  also that the Tor had been tiered. I have recently spoken 
to Paul about this matter and he does state that the poss ibility is only pure 
speculation, nothing more. 

THE DRAGON PROJECT 

In the sunmer of 1. 979 John agreed to take part in the lengthy survey of 
uegalithic structures by both scientific and subjective maans, known as ' The 
Dragon Project ' ,  organised by ' The Ley Hunter ' magazine ,  and involving many of 
the top earth mysteries re searchers in the country. The idea was for John and 
Elaine to attempt to generate the presupposed subtle energie s inherent within 
stone circles by some �stical means , also to give as many readings of the site 
as possible at different times of the day. This was to form part of the more 
subjective side of ' The Dragon Project ' s  survey, whioh additionally was t o  
inclu:le dowsing work by we ll known individuals in t he  field. 

However, on the eve of the ir first visit to the stone circle :for the survey, 
J ohn telphoned Paul to say he wished to pull out of any aotive invol�ment. Why', 
at_ the time , he wasn' t sure . Yet somehow he :felt that so•thing was not quite 
right. John put this down to the thought that pe rhaps his abilities were not meant 

to be used in that way. 
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But , seemingly , there was more to hi s rea soning than purely thi s. John had 
been to the Rollright Stones before , and had intuit ively felt the apparent 
pre sence of ' imbalanced ' energy at the circle and that it would be dangerous to 

w ork there. He felt that , in recent years , the Rollright Stones had been 
' de secrated' by the performing there of a black magic ritual which had involved 
an ani..Joo.l sacrifice of sone nat ure .  For this and other reasons , he said that the 
ebbs and flows of the supposed earth energie s had been irrepairably interrupted ,  
the effects of which would cause a certain amo unt of coincidental ' bad luck' for 
those involved ; the apparent consequence s of an imbalanced sacred site. 

Regardle ss of thi s ,  The Dragon Project continued , with , incidently, a number 
of instances of apparent ' ba.d luck' , and Paul Devere ux and his team were able to 
make some exciting discoverie s in re spect to the solar effect upon megalithic 
st one s  at dawn and s\D'lset , amongst many othe r  things. Despite John' s reluctance 
to take an active part in the survey, he did event ually give ce rtain information 
of a psychometric nature which at the tine seeued quite absurd. He said that 
they would find that there was a subterranean t UJlllel nmning into the Rollright 
cirole which opened out into a large circular chamber directly beneath the circ le .  
He telt it had s ome  connection with t he  Cranwellian pe ri od  and that entrance 
could still be gained to it somehow. However, he said that because of the bad 
karedc state of the overground structure a great amount of negativity had 
accumulated in the tmnel and chamber and that gaining entrance into it wo uld 
be very dangerous. 

During the survey at the Rollright s, Paul and the t eam found some anomlous 
readings of an electro -magnetic nature leading off' in a certain direction, 
indicating , possibly, fra:n past knowledge , the exi stence of a subterranean 
structure .  Off in that direction they fo\D'ld more anomalous readings, this time of 
low radio-active nat ure , which seem!d to be coming from an old house close to 
a crossroads. The e lde rly woma.n there seemed to be very much of a ' wise woman' 
type nat ure ,  and on f ollowing the anomalous readings found themselves entering the 
cellar of the place. There they found a bricked up doorway with steps leading t o ,  
apparently , nowhere according t o  the woman. There i s n o  evidence to suggest that 
this is the entrance to the po ssible tunne l ,  although it was an intere sting 
c oincidence t o  say the least. When John was told about the finds at the Rollrights 
he felt that this was the entrance t o  the tunnel , yet warne d Paul that entry 
into it would be very iconocla st ic. And there , at present , the matte r lie s. 

Certainly, from the circ umstantial evidence I have seen ,  John Avis doe s 
possess a remarkable psychometric ability that , if channeled correctly, could 
enable us to more fully understand the nature and history of prehistoric and 
sacred site s .  Incidently, it was only recently that I found in Tom Grave s '  
paperback entitled ' Needles of Stone ' , that a rit ual anima l sacrifice had 
apparently taken place at the Rollright Stones s� years ago , and that a number 
of dowsers felt that the ' vibe s '  there had been imbalanced ever sl.nce . 

THE AVIS FANliLY ' S BUDDllG CAREERS 

During 19?9 John canpleted a fine art s foundation course at Thurrock 
Technical College in Essex , and has sl.nce completed two ,  out of a three , year 
course at Coventry. He has many ambitions in re spect to a f ut ure career as a 
comneroial artist , and certainly from the apparent standards of his work ,  
notably i n  the field of sculpt ure ,  this seems a great feasibility. Much of his 
work: is based upon the nature of hannony , balance , and symbolism. Already , he 
has turned down a nunber of ofn,rs t o  present an exhibition ,  and as yet , will 
not sell any of hi s stuff. Howeve r, one piece i s  at present on display in the 
foyer of a Coventry office block. 
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Ela ine , on the otherhand , has decided to take a more stable c ourse. In 1979 

she became a trainee nurse , and has just successfully c ompleted her second year. 
During the past couple or years she has read a number of books relating to the 
paranormal and the earth JI\YSteries subject , and has become quite lmowled.gable on 
the topic. She i s still a mother to the family ' a three growing chi ldren , the 
e ldest of which , Karen , now fourteen , has al so taken a great intere st in the 
paranonre. l .  She has already written a project on rel igions of the w orld , and 
intend s ,  f or her ' 0 ' level in re ligious studie s ,  to write a the si s  on the beliefs 
of the Ce lts and the Celtic Church , and how it was supe reeded by the R OD8n Church. 

The eldest boy, Kevin , seems to share hi s fathe r ' s artistic talents and ha s  
already produced some quite remarkable piece s o f  work. Recently he has started t o  
speak of apparent out-of-the -body experience s ,  that contrary to what might be 
thought , do not involve the UFO phenomenon as a backdrop. They relate to the 
e arth mysteries subject and can be interpreted in a standard JI\Ystical fashion. 
Thi s being de spite the fact that neither John or Ela ine have openly spoken to him 
about the subje ct. However, the possibility of mental telepathy , or the recording 
of infonnat ian on an \D'lconscious level from Jolm and Elaine , cannot be ruled out. 

CONTniDOUS BAD WCK 

One last point of intere st is the continuous ' bad luck ' within the family. 
Ever since late 1977 they have experienced this ' bad  luck ' on a level I have never 
seen or heard of be fore. It would be difticult to cite many of the specific 
instance s ,  however, they involve such matters as family bereavement s ,  financial 
and career situation s ,  cars, household artifact s ,  and family pets. 

At first John and Elaine put the fre q1.ent incidents down to pure coincidence , 
but when they still persisted , they began to feel that som!'thing was not quite 
right. Yet to them, any thought of som!thing working against them seemed absl.U'd, 
so they have had t o  continl.e to accept the regular incident s as pure ly a part of 
their everyday live s. At a glance , a consideration of mild pararwia might be 
sugge s ted , but if one looks at the extensive number of the se quite mund.a.ne acts 
of ' bad luck ' then it i s  cl.aar that the effect i s  real in nat ure .  To give you an 
idea of some of the instances to note within , say, a couple of months duration ,  
I will li st just a few. : -

- Two car batteries stolen from John' s oar on seperate occasi ons. Another 
two failing , for no apparent reason , shortly after being bought new. Also 
tyres be ing slashed two weeks in a row ; not only at Aveley, but also in 
Coventry. 

- J ohn being stopped by the police three tine s  in one week for no apparent 
reason. One instant he was done for bald tyre s ,  and on another it DIB.de him 
mi ss an important meeting in Coventry. All three occasions he had t o  
produce his doc \JJIJ!Int s a t  a later date. The same we ek Elaina was following 
some mile s ,  to her door, by a police van and was stopped once . 

- Within one month , two of the family ' s rabbit s were fotmd deliberately 
mutilated in their back garden , others have gone missing completely , 
without their cage s being tampered with. 

- Three deaths in the close family in quick succe ssion. 

- The telephone wire s to their house be ing deliberately out , much to the 
bafflement of the te lephone engineers. 
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Whether s uc h  occ urrences are p ure ly c oincidental o r  not , is impossible to 
tell. Howeve r, it is intere sting to note that such ' bad luck ' has been recorded 
in connection with apparent UFO contactee s and witne sse s on nany occa sions , and 
thus appears to be an integral a spect of the UFO enigma. 

FCR Fm'URE ISSUES 

In the next iss ue of The Supernaturalist we will be re looking at the 
Avis family' s 1974 abduct ion experience , and c onsidering what really did hap oen 
t o  them out on those dark Es sex lanes back in the autumn of 1 9'14. Was it that they 
were abducted by aliens from another world , or is the re some other, more earthbourd , 
explanation ? Ani what of the great nany change s that the family have unde rgone ? 
They really did ' see the light ' , so to speak. But why did they occur ? We al so look 
at John ani Elaine '  s apparent belief that the outside influence , the abductors of 
their 1974 experience , is still effecting their destinies in some way , ard why 
John should feel that these alien beings visited earth thousards of years ago. 

FURTHER READING . Without doubt the articles that appeared in ' Flying Saucer 
Review ' are a must for a full account of the Avis fa�ly ' s expe riences. Is sues 
involved were Vol. 23 No. 6 and Vol. 2 4  No. 1 ,  obtainable from FSR Publications 
West Mailing , Maidstone , Kent. Also for a review of the current contactee theories 
read Jenny Randle s two books published by Robert Hal.e s ,  entitled ' UFOs - The 
British Viewpoint ' and 'UFO St uly' . Hilary Evans picture book of UFOs give s an 
account of ' The Aveley Abduction' comple te with a colour plate reconstruction of 
John A via on the table during the medical examination by the aliens. 

INrERESTING FACTS 

Did you know that John Avis was the drumner with the Smll Face s sixties 
beat group before Kenny Jones joined them, and they had their first hit 
record ? And recently, his voice and drl.lDIDling has again been heard on 
record ; this time on the first single by The Notsensibles entitled ' I ' m  
in love with Margaret Thatcher ' , a humourous , tongue-in-cheek , punk 
record that has become qUite well known around the new wave music scene. 

Also , John apparently predicted the death of John Lennon the night before 
it happened. Almost inmediately he began to state that hi s brutal murder 
had been arranged and instigated by the CIA , whom he said , had manipulated 
the murderer' s m:i.rd to make him believe he actually was John Lennon. He 
claimed that the CIA co-ordinated the assa sination by post -hypnotic 
sugge stion, j ust as they had done with many others before . The reason for 
the death , he said , was Lennon' s recent return to the public ' s  eye and the 
apparent ability he possessed to instill on a massive scale , non­
aggressive peace movement s ;  whioh , if war was to break out , could effect 
wide scale ' call up ' procedures. 

When John told me this it seemed an 
absurd and paranoic sugge stion. Yet 
within a month of Lennon' s death a 
three-page notice from a body calling 
itself the Al�ernative Information 
Service claimed exactly what J ohn had 
sugge sted. The ' New Musical Express ' has 
since nn two long articles on th( 
subject. 

Ghosts and their ac tions have always been considered to be the 
ma nifestations of the undead ; wretched souls unable to leave this 
physical wo r l d .  Religious dogma has helped sustain this view for 
many h undreds o f  year s ,  and t hus no one has ever q uestioned their 
authorit� on such matters. 

Through these inte rpretations o f  long ago , the general 
acceptance for the exis tence o f  such phenomena still use s the 
spirits o f  the undead idea as the main explanation. 

In many peopl e ' s  minds i t  would be difficult to accept any 
alternative hypothesi s .  Yet i n  the past few years work in the 
field o f  earth my steries and parap sychology has now come up with 
a n  alternative hypothesis and, i f  true , will t o tally smash any 
o f  the t raditiona l ly held views o f  exact ly what ghosts a r e .  Y e t 
have we no w g o t to mak e  way for the not so romantic truth? 

The inheritance of a ghost in places such as p ub lic house s ,  theatre s ,  
stately home s ,  or a castle i s  to t h e  envy of neighbouring riva l s .  Tok en 
reci tals o f  ghost stories add to the antiquity o f  a building giving i t  an awe 
inspi ring atmosphere , and lending weight to our g reat British t raditio n. 
Chilling and romantic tale s o f  haunting spectre s ,  phantom s ,  apparitions and 
spirits o f  the de ad ar e  l i stened to by a l l ,  and mus t r ank as one o f  the mo s t 
blindly a cce p te d a c t s  o f  the supernatura l .  

F r o m  earliest times t h e  existence, o r  i ndeed t h e  possibi l i ty o f  the 
exis tence o f  ghosts has been considered strongly by all cultures across the 
worl d .  In Britain alone there are l i terally thousands o f  ghost stories, and 
available l i t e rature on the sub j e c t  a bound s .  �any o f  the books a re 
romantici sed to a point beyond credib i l i ty ,  whi l e  others c i t e  dozens o f  
traditional a c c o u n t s  in an a t tempt to substantiate the exi s tence o f  such 
phenomena . 

I t  is my intention to by-pass trying to p rove the existence of ghost s ,  as 
many authors have quite adeq ua tely done so already . We will a t tempt to di scover 
what exactly ghosts are tradi tionally thought to b e ,  and what we can dete rmine 
about their appearance s ,  and those o f  the interrelated phenomena associated 
wi t h  them. Also, what the c urrent theories o f  the paranorma l researchers seem 
to sugg e s t .  
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A PPA R I TI O N S  A N D  GHOSTS - WHAT ' S  T H E  Di f f E R E NCE? 

To begin with , ghosts are di f ferent to t he phenomena genera l l y  k nown a s  
apparitions, whic h  relates to the . mani festation o f  figures o f  a n y  description 
that have the ability to act a s  conversant persona l i t i e s ,  and inte rac t wi th the 
s urrounds and envi ronMent in which they man i f e st . Apparitions may appear as 
di scarnate entities, living persons , supernatural beings (according to the 
religious belief system o f  the wi tness ) , and usually have some meaningful 
p urpose for their ' vi s i t ' .  Additiona l l y ,  such phenomena must a l so inc lude the 
appea rance o f  non-descript figures i n  people ' s  bedrooms at nigh t ; and the spirit 
g uide s o f  the spiri tua l i s t  med i ums. In nearly every case appari tions appear to a 
single person who , invariably , has experienced many o t her types of paranormal o r  
p s y c h i c  happeni ng s .  

Ghosts re fer t o  t h e  a ppearance o f  vi sua l  images of t h e  past , usually people, 
that seem to have some link with the place o f  manifestation. The i mages wi l l  
appear a t  the same spot time after time ,  o r  they may repeatedly ' ac t  out ' the 
same sequence o f  events even to independent witnesse s .  They usua lly appear the 
same on eac h occasion see n ,  and seem to be i n  the envi ronment o f  the time of 
their origin. for ins tanc e ,  they may fol low a path o r  course that exis ted in 
their day , pe rhap s pas s i ng through a wal l  that was once a door, or appearing a t  
a g round o r  f l o o r  l e v e l  o f  the pas t .  They usually d o  no t ,  or canno t i nterac t 
wi t h  t he p resent surrounds and envi ronme n t ,  have no personali ty , and canno t ,  in 
the case o f  peo p l e ,  converse wi th those who see them. 

In the pas t ,  accounts o f  appari tions have been co nfused wi th those of 
ghos t s ,  and to show this I wi l l  quo t e ,  firstly the appearance o f  an appari t i o n .  
I t  i s  the c lassical account o f  L o r d  Thomas L y ttleton who , just before his death 
in November 1779, so the s tory goe s ,  was apparently visi ted by a ' spec t re ' . 
Evidently , one night he awoke to what sounded like birds fluttering by h i s  bed .  
O n  opening h i s  eyes he wa s di sturbed t o  s e e  " the fig ure o f  an unhappy female 
whom he had . seduced and deserted, and who ,  when deserted had put a violent end 
to her own e x i stence " .  The fig ure pointed to a clock , just v i s i b le in the 
dark ness and announced that in three days to the minute Lord L y t tleton would be 
dead . 

Lord Lyttleton was apparently shake n  by the inciden t ,  but spoke merrily o f  
i t  to his f r i e n d s ,  and became determined to foil a n d  prove w r o n g  t h e  ' ghost • . 
So before the t ime indica ted on the third day , he c hanged the t ime of his c lock , 
and as the hour passed he felt he had suc ceede d .  Thinking he wa s safe he decided 
to retire . Howeve r ,  he had overlooked the church bell, and on the strike o f  the 
hour indicated , he sunk into h i s  valet ' s  a rms and died without a sound . 

forget the authenticity of the story , the fact i s ,  what he saw was no g h o s t ,  
as i t  h a d  a personality o f  i t ' s own , i t  s p o k e  to the witness ,  h a d  a meaningful 
purpose ( i . e .  revenge ) , and acted ( b y  being in his bedroom, ack nowl edging him, 
and pointing to the c lock ) in an unnatural envi ronment . Thi s ,  therefore , i s  an 
account o f  an appa rition, and not a ghost as stated in the s tory .  

I a m  sure I don ' t need t o  give a n  example o f  a traditiona l  ghost but just 
to give you some idea o f  an idealistic ' classic ' I will quote the case o f  the 
famous Drury Lane Theatre ghost seen by no less than sixty people since i t ' s  
first appearance in 1938 . I t  i s  a ma n of an eighteenth century 1 Whig 1 -l i k e  
description k nown t radi t ionally as the ' man in grey ' . He is usually s e e n  sitting 
on a spec i fic seat look i ng towards the stage, and i s  thought to be the ghost o f  

Above , depiction o f  a ghost that appeared to a Norfolk miller i n  1602. 

Note the malevolent and deamonic interpretation so often attributed to 
such visitations. Below, the Christian rite of exorcism was the only 
accepted method to rid a haunted house of ghosts or evil spirits for 
over a thousand years. Remarkably 1 due to sme inbred belief 1 exorcisms . 
still worlc today. Why ? 
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a m a n  s tabbed to d e a t h  in e brawl w i t h i n  the theatre d uring the eighteenth 
c entury . 

Apparently , about one hundred years ago the theatre was renovated, and 
during the restoration e sk eleto n  o f  a man with e knife in his ribs wa s f ound 
bricked up i n  a sec ret roo� . Naturally,  after the first appearance s  o f  the 
ghost, it wa s assumed t o  be t he restless spirit of this poor man. Certainly , 
f rom the account of i t ' s  appearance as seen by James Wentworth Day , the wri t e r ,  
this seems feasi b l e .  For h e ,  a l o n g  with five o ther g h o s t  hunters ma naged t o  
view the f i g u r e  manifesting by the s e c r e t  r o o m ,  before wa lking around the back 
o f  the circle over four feet off the c urrent f loor level . S trange happenings 
have conti nued to occur at the theatre , and occasionally the restless ' Whig ' 
makes his appearanc e ,  usually before the opening night of a new per formanc e .  

The Drury L a n e  Thea tre g h o s t  i s  a typical case ; ma nifesting at the same 
spo t  a t  sporadic intervals, acting out the se�e movements time after time , no t 
interacting or ack nowledging the present environ�e n t ,  and having no conversant 
pe rsona l i t y .  The c ountless h undreds o f  similar such cases form the staple basis 
f or the existence o f  such manifestations, and for our purposes must be accepted 
i n  this way .  

WHA T  A R E  HAUNTI N G S ,  A ND HAUNTED HOUSE S? 

Ghosts are the prima ry focal points to what has become k nown as hauntings ; 
and a place where such mani festations occur is classified as ' haunted ' .  The word 
haunt i s  o f  the same origin as ' ham ' , ' home ' , and ' homi ng ' ,  suggesting that i t  is 
referring to the abode o f  a g ho s t .  Howev e r ,  as you are no doubt awa r e ,  the term 
' haunted ' i s  associated wi t h  many other types o f  paranormal happenings centred 
a round the appearance o f  ghosts. Thi s  might inc lude the feeling o f  atmosphe re s ,  
p resences a n d  c hanges in temperature ; unaccountable sme l l s ,  noises and foo tstep s ;  
t h e  wi tnessing o f  strange light p henomena ; and t h e  appea ranc e ,  disappearanc e ,  
a n d  moving o f  o b j e c t s  � f  t h e i r  o w n  accord . A l l  o f  whi c h ,  in t h e  pas t ,  have been 
directly associated wi t h  the actions and presence o f  ghosts i n  the form o f  
poltergeist ( noisy ghosts ) . 

Hauntings generally continue for long periods of t ime , or rec ur in short 
bursts over many year s .  They invariably occur i n  buildings with some hist ory 
al though can happen in modern dwe llings and st ructure s ,  the mo st c ommo nly noted 
being c o�ncil house s ,  factories, and office s ;  many havi ng been bui l t  on the 
sites o f  much older building s .  However , i n  the cases of modern buildings much o f  
the p henomena has b e e n  attributed so lely to the pro duc t o f  the unconscious mind 
o f  those i nvolv ed , i n  that during periods of high t rauma and mental tension the 
unconscious mind o f  certain p eople , usually adolescent s ,  can p roduce situations 
akin to a haunted house. The sub j e c t  o f  poltergeist activ i ty a s  an act o f  the 
unconscious mind will be dealt with i n  separate articles, howev e r ,  even a t  this 
point i t  i s  a b surd to even suggest that such phenomena i s  not interrelated with 
ghostly mani fe s tations , the accepted views of a typically ' haunted ' building . 

WHA T A R E  GHOSTS AND HAUNTI N G S? 

The mo s t  cdmmon belief is that ghosts are the earth bound spiri ts of the 
dead , unable to leave their habitats and dwe l lings o f  the physical world , due 
to sudden, unplanne d ,  horri f i c ,  or unnatural deaths such as suicide, murder or 
unholy ending s. They are said to be earthbound , damned,  troubled , or con fused 
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through some act o f  wrong doing i n  their physical existences , and thus ' ha un t '  
this world , unable t o  detach themse lves from their last lives t o  move on t o  
higher planes,  heaven, o r  t h e  o ther wor l d .  I n  sho r t ,  they a r e  considered to b e  
t h e  ' undead ' . 

So strong wa s this belief that in this c o untry murderers, suic ide s ,  and 
madmen were alway s buried away from consecrated s i t e s ,  such as graveyard s ,  
usually a t  a crossroad s whe r e ,  i t  w a s  considere d ,  t h e i r  souls would be b o und , 
and unable to haunt the v i l lage . Those who had been murdered were considered 
t o  haunt the place o f  their slaying unless the body could be q uickly buried on 
co nsecrated g round . Supersti tion regarding the ghosts o f  the dead abounded 
right until the ni neteenth century, and great care wa s a lway s  made to ensure 
that bodies were ri tua listica lly b uried in strict accordance with the funeral 
rites o f  the church so that the souls could not haunt t h i s  world. 

Where hauntings d id  occur for the reasons a lr eady mentione d ,  the c hurch 
has felt the need to help the ' wretched souls ' on their way .  Clergy , theologians 
and ecc lesiastical authori ties wo uld be called in to carry out a ritual b l e ss i ng , 
consecration ,  or exorc i sm of a haunted dwe l l ing to banish or cast forth the 
undead , some thing that could only be carried out by ordained c le rgy . 

Such beliefs in ghosts still persist today , a l though on a more acceptable 
level , and exorc i sms are still carried out to rid a place o f  i t ' s  polte rg e is t ,  
ghost, o r  ' ev i l  spiri t ' . A nd through t h i s  belief o ther methods to h e l p  earth­
bound spir i t s  break free from their physical existence have c ome i n to being .  
' Rescue s '  for one , i s  a standard p rac tice among spiritualist mediums and 
paranormal investigato r s .  They apparently a t ta i n  mental communi cation with the 
' spiri t '  and talk i t  i nto leaving the physical p lane to t ranscend to the oth e r  
world . Like r itual ch ur ch  ble ssi ngs , consecrations ,  and exorcisms, ' rescues ' 
q uite often successfully negate haunted house-like p henomena . Yet it must be 
remembe red t hat such acts are carried out on the sound belief that ghosts and 
poltergeists !!! the resultant e f fect o f  earthbound enti ties . 

I n  fac t ,  the whole of spiri t ua lism is based on the acceptance and belief 
that spirits o f  the deceased do e x i s t ,  who ,  once free from t he physical plane , 
watch and guide mankind ' s  destiny, helping those in this world via their 
charges , the spi r i t ualist mediums and psych i c s .  Therefore , the orthodox v iews 
on ghosts and pol terge i s t  as earthbound spi r i t s  is a natural aspect of their 
belief system. 

The ,  ghosts as ea rthbo und spirits,  theory has remained the only logical 
explanation for l i terally hundreds o f  year s ,  and as i t  was the view of the 
churc h ,  no one dared question it. It has, therefore , been only very rece n t ly 
that we have begun to re-q ue stion the nature of ghosts ; and what causes a 
typical haunted house. The se we wi l l  now study , but to do this we mus t return 
to look more closely a t  what is happening when a ghost appea r s .  

SO WHA T CAUSE S GHO STS? 

The h i s tory o f  a gho s t ,  why i t  i s  supposed to haunt a particular place or 
building is a great necessity, as almost invariably the ' ghostly ' image 
originates from a point in the life o f  a perso n ,  the haunter as we sha l l  te rm 
them, spent at the position of the ghost ' s  later appearances, often whi lst in a 
state of intense or adverse emo t i o n ,  trauma , or near to death. On many o ccasions 
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Above photo of a ghost taken in 19:36 at 
Ra� Hall in Norfolk. This is by far 
the most reprinted photo t o  be used in an 
attempt to establish the physical origin 
of such phenanena.. Below, a priestly ghos 

A traditional rather silly representation of 

a ghost , showing the token white blanket .  This 
somewhat ridiculous appearance was born ou� of 
the idea that ghosts st ill remained in the�r 

shrouls after rising from the dead. 
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a ghost i s  seen on the exac t time and anniversa ry o f  the haunters death. It is 
this moment in time that i s  seemingly captured and acted out, time after time . 

The ac companying phe nomena will also fit the sensory impressions of that 
particular point i n  the haunte r ' s  l i f e ,  such a s  h i s  feeling s ,  the hearing o f  
sounds prior t o  the haunter ' s  death ; mumblings of a de ranged perso n ,  or a s i g n  
o f  l o v e  or devo tion . T h e  a tmosphere prevalent will also be o f  t h a t  specific 
point i n  t ime o f  the haunter ' s  life. In the case o f  a horrific death or murd e r ,  
t h e  witness may f e e l  int ense fright a n d  tension a s  i f  the d e a t h  is about t o  
happen to them. 

Yet all these sen sory impre ssions, whe ther o lfactory, audib l e ,  or v i sua l ,  
a re lifele ss.  They a r e  o f  t h e  pa st , suggesting that t h e  witne s s ,  o r  wi tnesses 
are experiencing the re-run o f  what the actua l  haunter experienced in real l i f e .  
I mpressions that overlay u p o n  the witnesse s '  actual sensory perceptions o f  t h e  
r e a l  si tuation a n d  e nv i ronment around them. Momentari l y ,  t h e y  may see,  hea r ,  
smell , a n d  f e e l  t h e  pre sen t ,  a n d  a p o i n t  i n  t h e  p a s t  at the same time .  So how 
o n  earth i s  this possible? 

I n  an a ttempt to under stand what ghosts and their accompanying phenomena 
actually are we will have to review a totally new conce p t ,  born out of our 
cur rent k nowledge in re spec t to subtle energy fields inherent both within the 
human body and all a round u s .  The sub ject invo lves such terms as v i brational 
freque ncies,  thought pattern s ,  and kinetic or stored energy , and a t  this 
p resent time i s  only i n  a speculative and in fant stage within parapsycho logy . 
Yet for all i ntent and purposes seems a logical and remo tely feasible 
explanation o f  gho st-like p he nomena . 

I t  has long been considered that the human body is comprised of varying 
e ne rgy fields, electro-magnetic i n  nature , and mo stly i ntangible to scientific 
i n strumentatio n .  These fields, that also inc lude the so-called thought pattern 
or projections of the psyche , have been variously termed using such labels a s  
t h e  life forc e ,  anima l  magnetism, orgone energ y ,  v ri l ,  a n d  the human aura . 
Clairvoyants and psychics are apparently able to d e tect and perceive these 
hidden energies, and t h rough the use o f  Kirlian pho tography we have begun to 
possibly detect their existenc e .  

T h e  human mind c a n  apparently b o t h  p r o j e c t  a n d  receive these energy fields 
as thought patte rns , the resultant effect o f  which i s  what we te rm telepat h y ,  
t h e  ' picking up ' o f  o t h e r  people ' s  emana tions i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  fee lin g s,  voices , 
and v i s ua l  impressions . I f  they exi s t ,  these thought emana tions act like 
te levision wav e s ,  with a sen s i t i v e  o r  attuned person ac ting as the transmi tte r ,  
o r  the rece ive r .  I t  has been suggested by some , f o r  instance t h e  noted authors 
T . C .  L e thbridge and Tom Graves,  also the pa re�eychologist Graham Phi llips , that 
these emana tions can be impri nted , impregnated , or stored i n  i naminate o b j e c t s  
o r  physical struc ture s ,  s u c h  as buildings or i n  t h e  gro und . Emanations o r  
imprin t s ,  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  in fo rmati o n ,  b i t s  o f  personalities, and vi sual 
impre ssions, tha t ,  under the correct conditio n s ,  can be released and ' picked up ' 
by a sensi tive person. 

F o r  instanc e ,  a sentitive receiv e r  might feel ce rtain imp ressions when 
entering i nto a place where the emana tions were originally create d .  Such 
impressions are referred to as atmosphe res o r  the ' v ibes ' of a plac e ,  and the 
ability i s  k nown as psychome try . Somehow, these people act as receiv e r s ,  
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' p icking up ' li nger i ng atmospheres t h a t  in some c a s e s  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  created 
h undre d s  o f  years before . 

Ano ther face t  of psychome try seems to be the a b i l i t y  to obtain sensory 
impressions from h o l d i ng or touching i nanimate o b j e c t s  possessing a hi story . 
Th is being the same p r i nc i ple as the fee l i n g  of atmospheres only on a much 
smaller sca l e .  A n  even more advanced version occurs when my stics purposely 
a t t empt to implant thought projections in an objec t ,  such as a tal i sma n or a 
holy charm . Religious b l e ss i ngs and consecrations may wo rk on exac t l y  the same 
basis - al though unknowingly - by ri t ua l l y  insta l l i ng an a tmosphere inside a 
building,  or out in the open. 

Thus i t  seems we may wel l  be dealing with a process natural to the human 
mind , consisting of the t ransmi tting and receiving o f  energies and vibrations 
t h rough a medium , that i s  able to store and release the energies under the 
correct circumstanc e s .  The mind , on receiving these emanations, converts them 
i n to sensory, audible , o l factory and vi sual halluc inations. Yet because the 
brain a l ready has a composite picture o f  the real envi ronment about them, the 
impressions o f  the past superi mpose t hemselves on the real si t uation . Thus 
giving the i mpression o f  unaccountable phenomena i n  a foreign envi ronme n t ,  
w h i c h  m a y  explain w h y  ghos t s ,  as t h r e e  dimensiona l holograms o f  t h e  pas t ,  d o  
n o t  i nterac t with the surrounds o f  the presen t .  

Howeve r ,  t h e  ac tual ' ghost ly ' experience seems to depend on various 
factors. Firstly the s t rength of the emanation s ,  and secondl y how conducive 
the mind o f  the receiver i s  at the t ime . The fact that many ghost appearances 
occ u r to single witnesses e i t he r  on hot muggy day s ,  or a t  the dea d o f  night 
mi ght also be an important fac t o r .  

But the question arises,  i f  s u c h  emanations are ' p ick ed-up ' by t h e  
receiv e r ,  then a r e  t h e y  freely ava i lable a l l  the t i m e ,  in t h e  a i r ,  so to 
speak , o r  does the receiver spark them i nto exi stence for the period o f  the 
experience? In the case o f  lasting , and q ui t e  constant a tmospheres and sti l l  
images , t h e  vibrations could be present a l l  t h e  t ime . Howeve r ,  in t h e  case o f  
c hanging atmosphere s ,  n o i s e s ,  a n d  vi sual impressions t h a t  go through the same 
sequence o f  events t ime and t ime aga i n ,  the receiver must trigger these 
emanations,  l i k e  the re-run o f  a tape record i ng , for ins tanc e .  

B U T  WHY DO WE SE E T H E  ACTUAL HAUNTE R? 

Let us not forget one very important point when s t udying the manifestations 
o f  ghos t s .  When a receiver ' sees ' the vi sua l impre s s i o n ,  the three dimensiona l  
hallucina t i o n ,  h e  w i l l  p i c t ure t h e  haunter from a position o f  an observer , n o t  
i t  would see m ,  through the e y e s  o f  t h e  haunter/transmi t t e r .  A vi sua l impression 
that the haunter/transmi t ter could not have sent out, unless he was looking 
i nto a mirror at the point his thought patterns were origina l ly imp regnated in 
the fabric o f  the surrounding structur e .  So we have two possibi l i t ie s :  either 
the brain o f  the receiver mak e s  a compo site pic t ure o f  the ha unter, re lating to 
the input o f  information from the emanations ; o r  the t ransmi t ter o f  the v isual 
i mages wa s not the actual person �ho i s  seen a s  the gho s t ; maybe an onlooker 
who wi tnessed what actua l ly occu �ed . 

E v idence to suppo rt both poss i b i l i t i e s  ex i s t ,  especially with respec t to 
the composite p i c t ure i dea . For another anomaly in the accounts of ghost 
appearances i s  the v iewing o f  the haunter i n  a posi tion they could not possibly 

have been in during their life. L i k e  the seeing of a ghost with i t ' s  head 
tucked under i t ' s  arm. Take , for i n stance , the ghost o f  Sir John Gates that 
supposedly haunts one of the bed rooms at Beeleigh Abbey, near Ma ldon , in 
E s sex . He was beheaded o n  Tower Hill i n  1553 for supp orting the cause of 
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Lady Jane Grey. On August 2 2 nd each year, o n  the annive rsary o f  h is dea t h ,  his 
ghost wal k s ,  his head tucked nea tly under h is arm . F i rstly , as the ghost wa l k s  
o n  t h e  annive rsary of Sir John ' s  d e a t h ,  he could n o t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  o riginal 
transmi t t er o f  the thoug h t  pat terns , and se cond l y ,  how could he appear with no 
head? 

I t  is possible you w i l l  f i nd that someone c lose to him spent some time i n  
t h a t  particular bedroom o n  t h e  d a y  o f  his dea t h ,  a n d  i t  w a s  t h e i r  tension and 
trauma over the beheading that might have been impregnated into the fabric o f  
t h a t  r o o m .  N o w ,  d ue to the c o s m i c  cycles a n d  the earth ' s  r o t a t i o n ,  condi tio n s 
are correct on h i s  anniversary to a l l ow the sto r e d th o ug h t pa tte rns to be 
released . Because o f  the behead i ng that day, the minds o f  the receivers 
compose a truly story book v i sual i;;g; to account for h is appearance .  Just 
look a t  the si tuation from a lateral point o f  v i ew. If you are to see the spiri t 
of a man who has j u s t  had h i s  head chopped o f f ,  how wi l l  he appear? Wi th h is 
hea d under h is arm? 

SO I S  THE TRA NSMI TTE R/RECE I V E R  THEORY THE ANSW E R? 

I n  thi s article we have spec i f ically centred our study aro und the 
appearances o f  tradi tional ghos t s ,  v i sual halluci na tions o f  dead people ,  who i t  
was commonly believed , were the spiri t s  o f  the undead.  F o r  this reason I have 
missed out several very impo rtant fac tors in understanding haunted ho use-like 
phenomena which wi l l  be dea l t  w i t h  at some later da te . One o f  these aspe c t s  i s  
t h e  appearance o f  o t her images n o t  of people o f  t h e  pa s t ,  i n c l uding the 
viewing of comp le te s i t ua t i o n s ,  where the mind o f  the perc i p i e nt perceives 
past envi ronmental s i t ua t ions i n  to ta l i ty . A l t hough an unusual phe nomeno n ,  
q u i te accurate and reliable accounts d o  exist which crave for further resear ch .  

But there do exist other cases th at l end sup p o r t to t he impregnated thought 
patterns o f  the transmit ter t heo r y.  Cases that indicate beyond a l l  doubt that 
ghosts may not be spi r i t s  of the undead .  One such exampl e  appeared i n  an a r t i c l e  
by T i n a h  P o w e l l  and Graham Phi l l i p s  i n  ' Strange Phe nomena ' Vel 1 No . 2 . ,  w h i c h  
i l l ustrates that the e f fe ct o f  d e e p  d e p r e s s i o n  can produce ' ghosts ' .  

The case i n  question occ urred at Bradwel l  i n  E ssex between 1975 and 1977.  
Here a cot tage wa s apparent ly haunted by the g h o s t  o f  a midd le-aged man . A 
number of people managed to see him in one of the be drooms and on the land i ng . 
Footsteps were heard and o ther related phenomena observed . Each witness agreed 
on the general description o f  the man and eventua l l y  articles appeared in the 
l o cal pre s s .  

The n ,  some time l a t e r ,  t h e  residen t s  at the co t tage answered t h e  d o o r  to an 
unexpected calle r .  The g i r l  concerne d ,  one o f  the daughters o f  the household 
who had witnessed the ghos t ,  almost had a heart attack , as the man at the door 
wa s ,  i n  fac t ,  the ' ghos t ' . For he was a very much a l ive fif ty-six year o ld man 
who had previously resided a t  that address some six years before. He had heard 
of the haunting through the newspaper accounts and had decided to visit the 
c urrent owners . 

I t  transp ired that for some consi derab l e  period during h is occupation o f  
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the c o t tage t h e  m a n  h a d  suffered severe m e n t a l  depression a n d  t ra uma , after a 
separa tion wi th h i s  wi f e .  He had apparently even a t temp ted to take his own l i f e .  
I t ,  therefo r e ,  seamed possible that h i s  depression and trauma h a d  impregnated 
the st ruct ure of the bedroom and landing o f  the co t ta g e ,  and under the correct 
conditions had been released and received by the new resident s ,  which included 
a three dimensional hallucination o f  hims e l f .  

W H Y  DO N ' T  GHOSTS A PPE AR E V E R YWHE RE? 

Go back to wha t was sai d befo r e :  mani festations o f  ghos t s ,  and a ll other 
r ela ted phenomena may well be dependent o n  many fac t o r s .  F i r s t l y  the s t rength 
o f  the original thought patterns t ra nsmi t ted by the sender ; extreme emo tions or 
t rauma being those tha t linger the easi e s t .  Second l y ,  the length of t ime 
between the original t ransmi ssion being stored and the receiver coming along, 
may well play an important par t .  A s  t ime passes the emana tions will become 
fainte r ,  and fai nte r ,  u n t i l  they d i sappear a l together. Next we come to the 
receiv e r .  The y ,  seeming l y ,  have to be ' sensi tiv e '  i n  na ture in the first place, 
and suitably ' open ' or condi tioned i n  the i r  state o f  mind to receive and 
i n terpret the impressi o n s .  The weathe r ,  the t ime of day, the tempe rature and 
the time of year, all seem to play some part i n  mak ing the cond i tions necessar y .  

I n  addition to all t h e s e  factors t h e r e  are t w o  o ther v e r y  impo rtant 
conditions that we have yet to deal wi th : the a c t ua l  positioning o f  the 
mani festation i n  relation to i t ' s  past history , the suppo sed natural energies 
o f  the eart h ,  and the fact that certain st ructures are apparently able to more 
easily recei v e ,  store, and emi t thought patterns. 

The f i r s t  me nti oned fac t o r ,  the posi tion i ng o f  the s i t e ,  will be dealt 
with i n  the next i ssue o f  ' The Supernaturali s t • . But t he mat t e r  o f  the 
s t ruc tures involved needs some explaining . In the case o f  buildi ngs i t  i s  now 
thought feasible that the c rysta l l i ne s t ructures o f  bui l d i ng materials used in 
the manufa c ture o f  certa i n  types o f  bricks and mo r tar are able to receiv e ,  
store ,  a n d  re-transmit energy f i e l d s  more easily t h a n  o th e r s .  Addi t i o na l l y ,  
s u c h  c r y s ta l l i ne s t ructures m a y  act as c a t a l y s t s  by stimula t i ng the brains o f  
the receivers to c reate polte rgeist a c t i v i t y  i n  the f o r m  of unconsci ous psycho­
k i nens i s ,  the feeling of drops in temperature , and abnormal nervous tension . 

The c ry s ta l l i ne s t ruc t ure invo lved is quartz , a mineral k nown to possess 
a great ma ny strange properties i n  resp e c t  to elect ro-magnetic f i e l d s ,  and 
electrica l  conduc tion and transmissions. It i s  used i n  building ma terials i n  the 
form o f  sand stones ( espec ially Bunter sandstone,  the main constituent o f  bricks 
used during the Victorian era and i n  pre-war c o unc i l  houses, the sources o f  a 
great percentage of haunted buildings ) , granites and f l i n t s .  To even start to 
explain the importance o f  quartz and si l i ca would be point less here , and i t  i s  
suffice to s a y  t h a t  s i l i c a  based rock s  o f  a speci fic nature a n d  pattern seem to 
ac t  as better energy field mediums than anything e l s e ,  and not only w i t h i n  the 
s t ruc tures o f  building s ,  but outside , below the g ro und . Quartz has been reve red 
as a s to ne o f  great properties since the time o f  the mega l i thic builders o f  the 
great stone and earthworks throughou t  Bri tai n .  It was sacred to the Druids in 
their magical ce remo n i e s ,  and i t  i s  s t range that the same cry stal l i ne st ruc ture 
found within Bunter sa ndstone, can appare ntly be found i n  the great bluestones 
and sa rsens that were used to construct such immense st ructures as Ave bury and 
Stonehenge. However that i s  seemi ngly anot her story . 
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WHY DO EXORCI SMS A ND ' RESCUE S '  WO R K ?  

T o  finish o u r  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  current ' gho s t ' concepts and i d e a s ,  w e  w i l l  
look a t  the m e t h o d s  u s e d  to d i s s i p a t e  s u c h  ene r g i e s ,  b a s e d  o n  our ma i n  
religious b e l i e f  system - C h r i s tiani ty - a n d  also t h a t  o f  so-ca lled 
spiri tualism. 

Ri tual blessings, consecrations,  and exorci sms carried out for over a 
thousand years to supposedly nega te the presence of ghosts and poltergeist 
seem t o  wo rk i n  two completely separate ways .  Firstly, i n  respect to the 
psychologi cal belief o f  t he receive rs ; for instance the residents o f  a haunted 
house . Jn satisfying them that the ri tual will ban i s h ,  or ' get rid of' unwanted 
s p i ri t s ,  thei r mi nds wi l l  close to the exi stence o f  the p henomena a s  i f  i t  has 
ceased , and that the ' ev i l  spir i t s '  can no longer a ffect them. Thu s ,  i n  a s�e ,  
creating a mental bloc k ,  and curtail ing the condi t i o n s ,  o r  state o f  mind 
necessary for the emanations o f  sto red energy fields to ma nifest th rough the 
receiv e r s .  

Wi th spiri tual ist ' re sc ues ' a s i m i l a r  situation arises i n  t h a t  the 
receivers,  believing that the earthbound spirit has been moved on to a higher 
p lane , w i l l  be convi nced and sa t i s fied that the phe nomena can no longer 
mani fe s t .  A g a i n ,  blocking the supposed emanations from the sto red energy fields. 

Usually t h i s  blind , psychological rea soning may i ndeed work i n  the minds of 
those i nvolved,  yet as the procedure � only be psychologica l ,  others could 
come along and expe rience the phe nomena a t  some later date. 

The second possible explana tion for religious rites succeeding i n  their 
aim s,  especi a l l y  exorc i sm ,  i s  the actions and mind o f  the exorc i s t ,  nowa days 
an ordained priest . He wi l l  conduct a s t a tutory ri tual that he fi rmly believes 
wi l l  have the resultant e ffect desired - nega t i ng the inf luence of the , in 
their terms, ma levolent spi r i t s .  

A s  w i t h  ri tual mag i c ,  church r i t e s ,  th rough the e ffect of t h e  exorc i s t s ,  
a r e  apparently a b l e  to p r o j e c t  out strong emo t ional thought pat terns of a 
specific nature to cov e r ,  or cancel out any previously sto red energy field s ,  
snippe t s  o f  persona l i t y ,  a n d  vi sual impressions l e f t  by an origina l  t ransmi t t e r .  
Thi s  being replaced w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  highly charged imp ri n t s  o f  calm, pea ce , and 
holy domi na t i o n .  

I t  i s  well k nown that c h urch priests carrying o ut t h e  ri tes o f  exo r c i sm 
work themse lves in to a state of severe heightened emotion, w i t h  sweat pouring 
off their fac e s ,  after which they feel drai ned and totally exha usted. In fac t ,  
I have observed thi s myse lf during an exorcism that worked l O O%. Thi s  frenzy 
i t self must constitute the projection o f  powerful p a t terns , breaking the hold 
o f  any existing energy fields held within the s t ruc ture o f  a building. 

Yet even a f te r exorcisms, rescue s ,  or paranormal investigations and 
theories the phenomena may not cease ,  and i f  t h i s  i s  the case then from the 
point o f  view o f  dowsing and an unde rstanding o f  earth mysteries i n  general we 
may be dealing wi th othe r ,  a s  yet, unmen t i oned element s .  Not just the imprinted 
emo tions of some bygone character i n  h i s tory . N o ,  the cause may be far , far more 
deep rooted , earthbound, and o ld e r than the considerations in this a r t i c l e .  
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Thi.s is a general review of the long and intriguing history in our 
understanding of prehistory and the earth mysteries subject , since 
the Elizabethan t ime s  on to the pre sent day. Howeve r, not fran an 
act ual point of view , but from & viewpoint ot the aoceptecl heroes in 
this saga , and from a sociological standpoint . Part one takes us 
from the involvement of the magician Dr. John Dee right through t o  
the claims and re se arch of Alfred Watkins i n  the 1920s. 

A RELIGIOUS DARKAGE 

The scholars and historians almost totally ignored the very existence of a 
blantantly apparent aspect of our awn past culture that cried out for attention 
and conside ration. Right lmtil the Renaissance period the ancient stone and earth 
montm:lnts that littered the colmtryside of Northern Europe , were ignored through 
pre conce ived Church dogmas , instilled supe rstitious fears , and a total apathy 
concerning our past heritage. 

Considered as uncout h ,  heathen shrine s and temple s  dedicated to the devil , 
they were a pain-in-the -neck for Church authoritie s. Local folklore and 
miraculous. healing qualitie s were associated by the people to the se place s of 
• evil' , while colmtry folk re gularly indulged in unorthodox and neo-pagan 
festivals and observance s at barrows, t umuli , holy wells ,  and local rings of 
stone. Indeed since the take -over of the more idealistic principles of the 
Celtic Church

' 
by the might of Rane in the seventh cent ury , worship of any 

' lmsavoury' kind at pre-Christian shrine s was classed a s  heretical , or even 
devil worship. The Church had. tried in vain to suppress local folk customs for 
literally hlmdreds of years ; yet their efficient propaganda asserting suoh 
mon�nt s of natural beauty as place s of the devil did manage to curtail , or 
severely alter many of the age old observance s surviving since the Ce ltic and 
Saxon period. For these rea sons all Church abiding citi zens kept well clear of 
heathen temple s ,  both in reality, and in literat ure .  Thus they remained a faoet 
of our lost past , \Dltouched upon by the historians and scholars ; and there the 
matter lay, awaiting newfound changes in religious tolerance , free thought , and 
l e ss biased opinions. 

Yet their conspicuous pre sence , along with the ir mystique and intrigue , 
would not go unnoticed by the more \Dlorthodox scholars of Christianity , and it 
was inevitable that one day someone would openly question the exi stence and 
purpose of the stone and e arth montment s ,  beyond the accepted concensus of 
heathen temples and shrine s ,  built during an age of darlme ss and barbarity. 

THE ADVENT OF THE MA.GUS 

The post-Reformation era in Europe gave rise to a new realm in the 
divergence of Christianity - the advent of the magus , the magician, who through 
spiritual ascension, was consi�red well conversed in the hidden, and long 
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secret regions of communication and understanding of cel e st ial and divine force s ,  
beyond that usually attained by the Church ordained hierachy and the 
e ccle siastical brethren. The fusion of alchemy with Gnosticism, hermetica , and 
the chivilric rite s of the �dieval period, bred a complete new interest in 
magic , mysticism, and philosophy. Nat urally ,  the ancient mythology and 
observance s of the more unorthodox style , aided in creating a complete working 
system of post -Renaissance occ ult ; and in so doing , made the reli shed sites of 
s uch age old practices prime targets for review by the magicians ; and there 
begins our quest for the earth mysteries. 

DR JOHN DEE AND GLASTONBURY 

With the great new intere st in magic and mystici sm came a drawing towards 
the �mantio and highly symbolic stories of Arthur, his quest for the ultimate 
attainment of godhead and illteination through the Holy Grail ; and Avalon, long 
associated with the Tor and surrounding lands of Glastonbury ; a spiritual 
centre of England since the time of the Cel tio Church. It was to here that one 
of the greatest magicians of the Elizabethan era , Dr John Dee , turned his 
attentions in 1580. 

Dr Dee was a very clever ne.n. An astrologe r ,  mathematician, alchemist , and 
philosopher, he was also a magus , practicing the art of celestial communication 
t hrough ritual invocation. He was favo ured in the royal court because of his 
accurate divination, and became Q ll' en Elizabeth ' s  personal astrologer. His 
practices were tolerated to a cautious limit , surveyed apprehensively by the 
Churoh authoritie s ,  and were only a thin veil away from being classified as 
heretical. Infact , it was seemingly only his influence on Elizabeth that kept 
him out of pri son, or being burned at the stake as a sorcerer. 

Dee kept diarie s of his findings , his practice s ,  and hi s views ; and it is 
frcm the se that we discover the first written evidence for the realisation of 
s ome great , intricate , and meaningful purpose behind the construct ion and 
arrangement of prehistoric site s. He spoke of seeing , in the landscape around 
G lastonbury ,  scm!thing that may not have been noticed for possibly thousands 
of years. He perceived that the prehistoric earthworks in the area were set in 
c urious arrangement s ,  and after dll' st ui y ,  concluded that he had found ' Merlin ' s  
Secret ' .  

Seemingly when aligned and mapped , these earthworks formed the signs of the 
Zodiac and the

' 
stars. In nis own words he sUIIlled up the situation in a way that 

t oday almost forms the definition of earth mysteries re search , that : ' • • •  the 
starre s which agree with their reproductions on the ground do lye onl.ie on the 
celestial path af the Sonne , moon and planets , with the notable exception of 
Orlon and .liercules. . .  thus in as'trologie and stronomie carefullie and exactly 
married and measured in a scientific reconstruction of the heavens which shew s 
that the ancients understode all whioh t oday the l.erned know to � facts ' .  He 
had di scovered the first ' earth mystery ' , what was much later to become lmown 
as the Glastonbury ' temple of the stars• ; and had also brought a whole new 
meaning to the divine axiom of the ancient Hebrew scholars - • As above , so 
below. ' 

John Dee is famous for matters other than his discovery of the so-called 
Glastonbury Zodiac , and after a full and varied life , influencing the ccmplete 
regeneration of interest in the mystical science s throughout Europe , he died an 
old man in 1 608. His ideals of a complete new reformation in the art s ,  science s ,  
and re ligions o f  the world brought about a new school of thought i n  Germany and 
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At.IIT< Field, in Go/Jm Letters, fo��d 
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t'] U.l ln tnl i n  .l l-oJJ.\ l";l ·"'·-. -:r�d .••. : : . �. :1 
now liJ lc:�b tir::c I bJ w u :t : • • • t 

U t  . . . .t-

Above left , Dr J ohn Dee the magician, astrologer, and scientist who felt h� had 
located Merlin' s se cret at G-lastonbury, the traditional G-lastonbury. Dee went on 
to many great things, amongst which was hi s unknowing influence in creating the 
Rosicrucian ideals of the early 1 600s. Above right , pages fran on!' of the 
anon;ymously written Rosicruoian manifestos showing De e '  s secret symbol , the ' :Monas 
Hieroglyphica. ' These particular page s come fran the Chemical Wedding of Christian 
R osencreutz , thought to have been written by Rosiorucian apologist , Johann Valentin 
Andreae . 

Below left , a typical he rmetic allegory depicting the dragon as the source of all 
primeval matter. Below right , the frontispiece to Thanae Sprat ' s  ' History of the 

R oyal Socirty , '  printed in Lemon in 1667. Centred is Charles II , the society' s 

f o�er and patron. To the right of him is F rancis Bacon, another protagonist of 

the 
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Bohemia , united mder the symbol of the rose upon the cros s His effect was such 
to cause a complete re surgence in the principle that through the inner and 
hidden knowledge of the universe , man could attain assolute godhead. Scholars 
throughout Europe claimed this hidden or occult lmowledge , and thus the ideal s 
of Rosicrucianism were b o rn into existence. 

THE NEW AG-E OF ENLIG-HTENMJml' 

The Rosic ucian ideals centred around the mystical concept that there 
existed ,  invisible within mankind , a hidden fraternity endowed with the secre t s  
o f  G-od , his relation to nat ure , and the tmiverse. A fraternity who wo ul d  soon 
make themselves publicly known and instigate great change s in a prophe cised new 
age of enlightenment about t o  befall the world. However , Rosicrucianism neve r 
really had the re sul tant effect it initially intended. It caused a general stir 
among the learned gentry of Europe , yet was stopped in it ' s t racks by war and 
harsh new religi ous do�s. In this country the Puritan regime and the Civil War 
de stroyed the new age of enlightenment , and in Europe , it was the Thirty Years 
War and the inh\.ID8.ne takeover of the House of Ha.psburg, the fanatical Catholic 
dictators who reigned supreme. Jt se emed as if the whole of Chr:i stiandan was 
onoe more be ing plunged into a bleak and stagnant dark age. 

In England the Puritans introduced st rict religious observances that omitteu 
any form of free thought , recreation, or social activi ty ; inc luiing ,  of course , 
many of the localised seasonal observances. They ordered , under the rule of 
Cromwell , the desecration and obliteration of our church splendours , and the 
de struction of many ancient monument s ,  or places of the devil as they liked t o  
t erm them, such a s  the beautiful stone circle s ,  the long barrows , and t umuli .  The 
learned gentry and aristocracy, the cream of the intelligencers , were forced from 
their homes to flee to Europe for sanctuary, and Charles I was beheaded. 

AUBREY , AND THE REDISCOVERY OF THE AVEBURY RING-

B ut one , apparently unaffected by the absurd dogmas of Puritanism, was an 
antiquary, biographer ,  and scholar named J olm Aubreyo He re sided in Wiltshire 
and prided in the study of anti quarian site s and monument s ,  regardle ss of their 
pres upposed association w ith devil worship. He , while partaking in a riding trip 
in 1 649 ,  came across the village of Avebury, around which was a colossal 
earthwork of ditche s and ramparts , covered with huge standing stone s. A sight so 
magnificant that he felt compelled to st uly the ' temple ' at sorre length. 

Aubrey had disc overed , or mre correotly , rediscovered the giant aven ue s  and 
rings of megalithic stones that surrounded the village. So massive , and so 
specifically placed we re they that he decided they could not have been placed at 
random, nor merely for purposes of barbarous worship. The ring ' s nat ure and 
meaning became of the upnost significance to Aubrey , and on numerous occasions 
he revisited Avebury to walk among the groves of tree s ,  making drawing s ,  taking 
notes , and pondering over a culture who oould have conceived of such brilliance. 
His discourses on Avebury and a numbe r  of other ancient monument s ,  such as 
Stonehenge , thus became the first stuiies in the earth mysterie s , and set the 
ball rolling for others to speculate on the nature of such temples. Avebury and 
Stonehenge became tourist attractions for the first time as antiquarians and 
general public alike , meandered their way through the huge st one s  gaz ing for 
themselve s at their splendour. 

'l'HE RESTCRATION AND OAK APPLE DAY 
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Foll owing Cromwe ll ' s death and the re storation o f  the monarchy , England 
could once more breathe freely. There was overwhelming re j oicing during the 
summer of 1 660 and for the firs t  time in nearly twenty years the common person 
c o uld enj oy th�selves and lead a normal life , away from the suppression of the 
Puritans. The cr�l and paranoic witch trials were over, and no one was 
frightened to sy>enk out of p lace lest they be hung or burnt at the stake. 

One of the most significant , and perhaps symbolic act s  of the new 
government was the in troduct ion of Cak Apple Day on May Z 9 thof each year, as a 
village festival to commemorate the re storation of Charles II . For this little 
known festival aided to mark the re -commencement and official consent that the 
c ount ry folk needed to revert back to their suppressed seasonal tradi tions and 
observance s. F\eing sufficiently close t o  Mayday , cak Apple Day was coupled with 
the traditional fairs and festivals , and henceforth the two were linked as one. 
The beacon fires lit from hilltop to hilltop were rekindled , and the gayous ,  
fertility re lated activitie s  on the vil lage green resumed. 

Great changes began to take place within the political structure of 
England, and at last it seemed as if the prophe cised new age of the Rosicrucians 
had finally come. A g reat religious tolerance was granted , and free thought among 
the learned and eminent young gent ry flouri shed. The fotmding of the renowned 
R oyal Society attracted many of these young scholars and great thinke rs, 
incluiing Robert Boyle , Izaac Newt on, Chri sopher Wren, Thomas Hobbe s ,  and the 
by then , middle aged John Aubrey. All of whom have been linked with se cret 
masonic , or Rose Cross -like secret societies that we re  rumoured to be existent 
at that time. Even Charles II has long been considered to have been initiated 
int o the inner �steries of the Rosicrucians. 

THE GALES - ROG.ER AND SAl4IJEL 

De spite the great changes after the Restoration it was not until long after 
Aubrey' s death that antiquaries followed his footsteps in the search for the 
hidden splendours of our lost heritage , displayed in the ancient stone and earth 
monument s scattered conspicuously across the Briti sh landscapeo ot these , the 
most prominent have to be the Gale brothers , Roger and Samuel ,  who , with the 
likes of Dee and Aubrey behind them, began to st uiy the wonders of the 
megalithic culture. They visited stone circles , barrows , and ruinous abbeys, 
almost as if it was a religious and meaningful pilgrimage. Carefully they 
sket ched the sites they came across , and made notes on local folk traditions, 
storie s ,  and fairy tales. Samuel Gale even completed a discourse and survey on 
the Rollright stone circle in Oxfordshire ,  financed ard f ully backed by Charles 
II himself. 

The Gale s ,  like Aubrey , imagined there to be some great geanantic and 
meaningful purpose behind the construction and placing of old heathen temple s ,  
long thought t o  have been the work of the Druid prie sthood , the wise men o f  the 
Celtic tribes. They noted that a considerable number of churche s had been built 
on previously pagan sites , and that many of the localised ' Christian' festivals 
and observances still adhered t o , at holy wells or tumuli for instance , were 
poss ibly the remnants of Druidio rite s. Links be tween local Celtic de itie s  and 
Christian saints were also seen, as were connections between heathen storie s and 
the live s of ce rtain saints. All this led them to stmmize that a great many of 
the ideals of the Old , or Celtic , Church stemmed di rectly from religious belief's 
far older than Chri stianity. A view that would have seemed scandalous and 
monsterous in a co\Dltry that still beli eved that God had created the world around 
4500 BC. 

45 
DR WILLIAM STUKELEY 

By 1707 the Gales had made the acquaintance of another unorthodox antiquary 
who shared their views in re spect to the origins of Christianity. This was Dr 
William Stukeley, an eccentric Lincolnshire man whose love for nat ure and 
biology was \Dlsurpassable. His ant i quarian intere st s took him arotmd the cotmtry 
on horseback surveying every ancient monument he chanced upon, mapping , drawing , 
and measuring each for intended di scourses and books. Hi s work in thi s field was 
monumental , and stands out as probably the most imp ortant individual contribution 
to the history of the British landscape . 

St ukeley would often vi sit Stonehenge with a party of friends, taking time 
t o  sttdy e ach stone in an at tempt to unrave l the monUIJJ!tnt ' s secrets. His · 

knowledge of ast rology, Cabbali sm ,  and philosophy had always taught him to look 
f urther than the eye could see , and at St onehenge he did j ust thi s for it was 
him that first noticed the solar alignment s that will be featured iater in thi s 
article. 

For sane years Stukeley remained a close oompanian t o  the Gale s and through this f�endship gaine� entry int o the Royal Society in 1717. In 1 718 1St tikeley, along W1th Roger and �amuel ,  fo unded the Society of Antiquarie s ,  the first ever body to st tdy the true nature and purpose of our forgotten heritage · and the first to stuiy the ' earth mysterie s • .  
' 

Stukeley, like the Gales ,  reali sed an obvious connection be tween heathen 
mythology, the sit ing of ancient monuments ,  and many early churche s. tie als o saw 
significant patterns in the layout ot st one circle s ,  barrows , and tumuli. Place 
names associated with sacred site s ,  he found corre sponded to pre-Chri stian 
deitie s ,  notably Celtic, Roman , and Egyptian: Churche s ,  he saw , were sited on far 
older heathen surrounds, such as hillfort s ,  menhirs ( standing stone s ) ,  and 
barrows ; and that f olklore and local traditions were related to later Christian 
mythology. 

Yet it was at the Avebury temple that Stukeley felt he had glimpsed hi s  
g reatest di scovery. For he saw the complete layout of the huge stone and earth 
st ructure to be shaped, with it ' s  outer and inner rings , and it ' s  gigantic 
avenues ot approach, in the symbol of the absolute alchemical fusion the 
serpent passing through the circle of life , the stm di sc. He be lieved thi s 
clearly showed that the builders of thi s huge complex of earth and stone were 
not barbarous , uncivi lised savage s ,  as previously thought by hi storians, but 
the work of those endow�d with the greatest wisiom of mankind. He had fotmd ,  in 
Avebury , the most beautiful example of the true faith, t ha t  through the 
s upe rcedence of Christianity, had been deprived from our heritage . 

He scoured the cotmtryside looking for other examples of hi s great 
revelation and fotnd. serpents represented in many st one monLUnent s , barrows and 
t umuli. Place name s confirmed his thought s even more. The dragon, the Chri �tian 
symbol , synonymous with the devil himself ,  had been realised for what it really 
repre sented : the spirit ual life force of the earth itse lf ,  known to the Ce lts 
as the Orm ,  or worm , the symbol of the Ce ltic Church. S t uke ley ' s startling 
disclosure s were obviously taken with a rese rved j tdgement by other antiquarians 
however, once more the heathen temple s became places of pi l�image for the noble ' 
with flocks of interested parties gazing in awe at the hugeustone s ,  pondering 

' 

over Stukeley' s revelations ; while at tempting to comprehend the wonderous wi sdom 
of the Druiclic priestho od ,  whom they believed were the builders of these great 
temple s. 
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Above Stukeley with a party of friends meander their way through 

the stones at Stonehenge , observing their splerdour and beauty. 

Below Stukeley' s impre ssion of Avebury, laid out as the serpent 

passi� through the oirole of life , the ultimate alchemical fusion ; 

knowledge erdowed by only those posse ssing the greatest wisdom. of 

mankird. 

-.-.l 
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S tukeley spoke nobley of the Druids and the ir great lmowledge . He even began 
to amuse his associates by claiming he too was endowed with their powers. He 
built a temple of pillars in his own garden and invited friends to take tea w ith 
him to discuss the Druids. The pre -Christian priesthood had temporarily changed 
fran barbarous savage s who continually sacrif iced pe ople to appea se  their 
heathen gods, to romantic masters of reality , with the dignity of any good 
Christian prie st. The inage was idealistic and erroneous ,  a s  the Druids played 
no part at all in the const ruct ion , or siting , of the megalithic monuments. 
S omething he could not have lmown during his life t ime .  Regardle ss of thi s ,  
Stukeley saw the serpent as the symbol o f  the t rue faith , di splayed w ithin the 
ent ire British landscape , and began to seriously consider the possibilit ies of 
the whole country being set out in some vast inconceivable sacred pattern. 

He had c ome  close to dimly perceiving the full significance of our prehi st ory ,  
yet i n  many ways he had ne re ly scraped the surface of this romant ic enigma. Hi s 
book s ,  notably ' Palae ographia Sacra ' , and his discourses on St onehenge ard ' Abury' 
were widely read , and wide ly critici sed. Howeve r ,  like Aubrey before , he had set 
in motion the interest needed for others to take the subject of ' earth �sterie s '  
much furthe ro He had se en ,  a nd  openly spoke of , the obvious links between 
' heathen �hology' ard ' sacred' Christianity, and thus created the possibility 
of the idea in the minds of the learned. 

A PRR IOD OF IGNORANCE 

De spite the attention Stukeley �ve our ancient monuments in the eighteenth 
century, they were by no JIW3ans safe. He knew only too we ll how many still viewed 
them with a superstitious fear. In sensele ss act s ,  villagers would sma sh and 
destroy standing stone s through fire and water, they dug into barrows and 
tumuli in search of personal gain, and mount s were levelled to make way for 
e asier farming. God knows how many sites suffered in thi s way fran that time on 
to the Victorian e ra ;  countless thousands it should be imagined. I found 
reference in one local history book t o  no-less than twenty four t umuli grouped 
in pairs, many of which being surrounded by circular ditche s ,  to the north of 
the River Crouch at Woodham Ferrers in Essex. That was in the eighteenth 
c entury ,  now none survive . 

Yet the interest spured by Stukeley and the other anti quarians of that 
period , did lead to many eminent yotmg historians and noble gentry to t reasure 
and pre se rve  the momment s upon their own lands ; keeping them tidy , rmking sure 
s uperstitious villagers did not abuse them, and even planted copse s to protect 
stone and earthworks from the element s. In one case , a stone circle was act ual ly 
e rected by a wealthy landavrner. In 1770 , William Henry Lyttleton, the Lord 
Westcote of Hagley Hall in the We st Midlands , constructed a circle of four huge 
stone s  on the peak of nearby Clent Hills. It was indeed an act of great 
symbolic significance to the persistence of the old fa ith , the sacred history of 
the eartho 

Those who ' d been drawn to the mysteries of the pre -Chri stian landscape had 
only dimly realised that which we now refer to as the ' earth mysterie s ' . The ir 
inspired ideas were simply shots of light in the overpowering darkne ss , only 
really appreciated by the c urrent day ley hunters and the mystically inclined. 
Not , it must be stre ssed ,  by those who mattered - the archaeologists and 
the e stablished hi storians. 

THE HISTORIANS VJ.EN OF F'REHISTORY 

Until the beginning of the twentieth century the historians view of 



48 

·,vhen the Roman Church supe rceded the older, sacred mythology of the Celt s ,  
i t  degraded their ultimate symbol , the Orm o r  the serpe nt ,  represe!'lting the 
re generative powers of nature ,  into the Christian dragon, the Great Beast 
of Apocalypse , synonymous with the devil himself. 

Stukeley' s idea of the 
serpent as the symbol 
of divine knowledge came 
from ancient Egypt , 
where as the fire snake 
it was a primeaval sign 
and g od  of the ste llar 
cult of Sirius. Here 
seen as Sebek , the 
crocodile ani pre­
dragon of the 
Fayyum. 

A Judeao­
Christian 
representation 
of the dragon 
pierced with the 
sword of wisdom , 
to symbolize the 
capture of i t ' s 
subtle power. 

Way land Smithy long barrow 
in Oxfordshire. One of the 
many prehistoric site s to 
have been reconstructed and 
surrounded by a copse of trees 
after having fallen into a 
state of disrepair. 
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prehistory w a s  rather sketchy, due mainly to poor archae ological technique , 
biased opinions, and no accurate methods of dat ing prehistoric mon ument s  and 
finds. Most considered that the barrows of huge stone chambers c overed with 
e arth , were simply places of the dead, as human remains were often discovered 
within them. The se , they felt , had been constructed during the neolithic or 
new stone age , between 4000 BC and 2500 BC. 

They believed that the c ult ure ' s  increasing care for the dead led them to 
erect huge circle s of great st one s ,  each re sembling the stone chambe rs of the 
long barrow , st ripped of it ' s  mo tmd of earth, and piled up in ' magnificant order 
in mighty megalithic monuments. 1 or these , Aveb lll'"J in Wiltshire , and Stonehenge 
on Salisbury plain , were the most famous existing example s. It seemed , they felt , 
instead of the long barrow, destined to recieve the remains of ' many warriors' , 
short rotmd barrows ' each the grave of the part icular chieftain or of hi s kin ' 
were built. In these were usually fotmd ' burnt ashes of the dead, along with 
implement s of stone and bronze , ornaments of gold , jet , amber, gla ss , ani 
pottery, made by hand , and tmglazed , but rudely o�nted, and pol i shed by 
rubbing ' .  

Following the migrations of the first Celtic races to the se shore s ,  
acoording to the historians, came the bronze e�e s ,  and ultimately the iron age . 
Followed by which, the inhabitant s ,  the resident s of Britain, began to attain a 
re spectable level of civilisation. In otherwords, everything that had gone before 
had been the work of virtual primitive s ,  savage s ,  and heathen barbarians. Not the 
sort of period that a civilised, Christian scholar should harbour an intere st in , 
other than digging up a few barrows and earthworks occasionally. 

The hi storian ' s  views of the Celtic race were no more inspiring either. They 
saw it a s a conglom!ration of warring tribe s ,  who worshipped tree s ,  streams, 
rocks ,  the celestial b odie s ,  and innumerous local deit ie s. Human sacrifice was 
also the order of the day. Great honour , they c on sidered , wa s held in their 
prie sthood , the Druid s ,  who , they felt , were al so the poet s ,  prophets , and judges 
to the people. They, according to one source , ' erected , however, as refuge s in 
times of war, great e arthworks called dtms 1 , a tenn for hillforts in the Ce ltic 
tongue and used to describe the countless hundreds of circ ular or lozenge shaped 
e arthwork s ,  surrotmded by ditche s and banks. 

Historians were ra ther mixed up in their ideas c oncerning o ur prehistory. 
Aside from cla ssing ' hillf o rt s '  as either Ce ltic , Roman , or Saxon defensive 
fort re sse s ,  they had this fixation about everything being a place of the dead , 
j ust because they could find no alternative reason for such monument s. B ad 
dating and a failure to consider place s older than the finds they produced , led 
to more confusion, and thus the overall picture of our heritage bacame more and 
more shrouded in mystery. It wa s a period not really even bothered about , as to 
conside r that mo st of these structure s had been laid o ut in same great orderly 
matrix , by those endowed with more wisdom than we shall ever have , was simply 
not on. 

SUN ALIGNMENT.:3 , SIR NCBMA.N LOCKYER , AND STONEHENGE 

It had long been considered that certain megalithic struct ure s  aligned to 
sunri se s and sunsets on specific days of the year; notably midsummer and 
midwinter. Stukeley himself had noted that the earthen avenue that stretched 
away from Stonehenge was orientated towards the north-east ' where about the sun 
ri se s  when the days are longe st. 1 
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Stonehenge , once one ot the 
major temple shrines of the 
megalithic culture , whose 
midsummer s unri se orientation 
was first noted by Dr 
William Stukeley. 

Diagram showing the 
e quilateral alignment of 
sites around Stonehenge 
discovered by S ir Norman 
Lockyer ,  based on the 
shadow path of the 
midsunmer sunrise .  

A l s o  shown is the 
Stonehenge - Clearbury 
Ring ley, one of the first 
to be doc\lllented and 
researched by ley hunters. 
The other angle of the 
triallgle ends , seemingly , 
at the Cerne Abbas Giant. 
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However, it was not unt il the beginning of this cent ury that archae ologists 
started to ascertain the relevance of this sun-worship element of prehi stort. 
The Druid s ,  according to tradition , worshipped nat ure and from the shear 
positioning of their ' temples ' ,  the st one circle s ,  they had obviously taken 
a particular interest in the cele stial bodie s ,  the sun , the moon , and the stars. 
The sunri se s and sunse t s  of the e quinoxe s and solstices seemed the days most 
important to the se  alignments. Days that , coinc idently , were also the time s set 
aside for many of the traditi onal festivals and fairs still adhered to in 
Britain. 

The stellar alignment s idea intrigued one person more than any other - Sir 
Norman Lockyer, a Fellow of the Royal Society, the Direc tor of the Solar Physics 
Laboratory, and founder-editor of the scientific journal ' Nat ure '  .. He had 
already e stabli shed the solar orientat ions of the Egyptian pyramids , and with 
this in mind, he started on the ancient sites of Britain. During 1901 he 
publi shed a book entitled ' St onehenge am Othe r  Stone Monument s '  in which he 
clearly ird.icated that many stone circle s in Britain were orientated t o  
particular point s on the horizon. The se ,  he felt , corre sponded t o  the sunrise s o f  
the e quinoxes and solstice s ,  a nd  t o  other stellar bodies. Some , he concluded , 
were aligned to the opening of the four seasons from a point where the Pleide s 
constellation rose , or se t , at a time when the sun rose or set. 

Nonnan Lockyer went on to say that the June 21st , mids\.IDITier, smri se at 
Stonehenge could be extended back six mi le s  t o  the neolithic se t tlement at 
Groveley Castle. The sane distance was noted between Stonehenge and the hillfort 
of Old Sarum, and when viewed together, the three site s forned a perfect 
e quilateral triangle. It was a geometrical significance that perplexed him, and 
which led him t o  believe that our views of the megalithic culture as barbaro us 
scattered tribes was ,  somehow, inc orrect .  

Sir Norman' s re search and published material came i n  for considerable 
criticism from the more orthodox scholars of archaeol ogy. Naturally , they 
c onsidered that such an ignorant race could not have posse ssed the understanding , 
and the sophist icated know how , to engineer the construction of monuments that 
a ligned to celestial bodies. The whole concept seemed absurd to them , or so they 
wanted to believe . 

KATL<RlliE MALTWOOD AND THE GLASTONBURY ZODIAC 

The 1920s was to contribute two important chapters to the hi story and 
development of the earth mysteries. The first being brought into existence by a 
Glouce stershire lady, a sculptor and illustrator na�d Katherine Maltwood. Her 
l ove of folklore , mysticism, and mythology drew her t owards the awe inspiring 
area of Glastonbury - the traditi onal Avalon. And it was in this re spect that 
Mrs Maltwood. caused a sensation by the publication of her book ' Glast onbury' s 
Temple of the Stars , '  in which she detailed her finding of huge 7.odiacal 
effigies e tched onto the landscape of that area of �omerset. 

Apparently 1 Mrs Maltwood had bet:n asked to illustrate the repuhli shed 
version of ' High History of the Grail , '  a medieval t re at i se thought to have been 
writ ten by the monks of Gla stonbury Abbey, relating to the romances of Arthur and 
his quest for the Grail. I<".nowing of Glastonbury ' s purported links with Avalon , 
and the Celtic Arthur of history, she searched through aerial photographs and 
six-inch Ordnance Survey maps in the hope of locating place names and physical 
features in the landscape on which to base her illustrations. 
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It  was whilst staring at these aerial views of' Glastonbury and it ' s  
sun-ounding countryside that she saw, superimposed upon the landscape by 
natural folds, outline s  of hills , rivers , and ancient paths , �itches,  and roads ,  
figures that she felt represented the twelve signs of the Zodl.ac. They were 
placed in a circular pattern and corre sponded precisely to the actual positions 
of their heavenly counterpart s. Here , she concluded, was the true significance 
of the Vale of Avalon, :Merlin' s secret ,  the real Round Table of Arthur, a� the 
great purpose to the divine q'IJ9st for the Grail. Thus the Glastonbury Zodl.ac , the 
so-called ' temple of the stars' 1 was born into existence. 

Whether the apparent terre strial effigies are merely natural a.nanalies,  or 
the splendid work of ancient hands in some inconceivable project , is now the 
subject of much speculation and consideration in modern day books on landscape 
geana.ncy and the earth mysteries. Even the most ardent of re searchers in the 
field are split over the i ssue. However, Zodiacal circles are now an integral 
a spect of the subject. New ones are apparently discovered every year, such as 
the P\llrpsaint ' temple of the stars ' in Carma.rthenshire , and the Nuthampstead 
circle in East Anglia. Yet as the controversy abounds, Mrs Maltwood and her 
seemingly significant discoveries must be included as an important steppil'_lg 
stone in our own quest to study the true origins of the earth mysterie s f1.eld. 

ALFRED WATKIN3 AND THE OLD STRAIGHT TRACK 

As Katherine Maltwood wrote of her startling discoveries , quite 
independently scxneone else was beginning the other chapter in our earth 
mysteries sea:.oh away in the countryside of .Herefordshire. A :Mr Alfred Watkins 
was claiming to have seen the landscape laid out before him covered by a matrix 
of straight lines,  joining all the site s and struct ures of antiquity in a way 
never considered before. He glimpsed the paths of' the serpent in a visionary 
experience , and set out to investigate his extraordinary insight. 

Watkins saw ,  in a fleating instant of time , a network of lines conn�cting 
Christian holy wells , wayside crosse s ,  and churches. He saw th� conn:chng 
mounds mark stones crossroad intersections , hill  peaks , and mche s l.n distant 
mountains even mo�ts ponds and ditches. Each were linked as one in a precise 
pattern of straight li�es. Alignments that ran for �le after mile , over beacon 
hills to other ancient site s and monuments out of new. He could not have 
imagi�d the incredible significance or the resultant effect , his insight would 
eventually lead to. 

The respected antiquarian began to plot lines on one-in�h Ordnance S�y 
maps joining these Christian and prehistoric sites ,

. 
and to

. 
his �zement 1 • his 

revelation was confirmed. They did,  seemingly 1 run 1.n straight l1.ne s. A lJ.ne 
starting at a ro4htaintop , for instance 1 would pass through long barrows, standing 
stones cairns tunuli mounts or village churches, and ponds, then would , 
perhap� , end at a holy

1
well. Five of more points could be noted with�n the space 

of ten miles and by following the actual course across the countrys1.de , other 
hidden ma.rke�s would be realised to even further af'finn his theories. The 
course of the line could even be tracked on to a neighbouring map, where it 
might continue for a further few miles. It was just lm.believable to �im� �d not 
\mnaturally Watkins considered his discovery to be one of the most sl.gnl.fl.cant 
ever in the field of prehistory. 

Attempting to fomulatle some working hypothesis in respect to his finds , 
Watkins noted that certain place names cropped up time and time again along 
the straight tracks. Names with prefixes such as Red 1 White , and Black were 
common, as were Cold , Dad , Merry, and I..ey. 'l'he last mentioned, a Saxon term 

meaning a cleared glade , he took to de scri.be these alignment s ,  and thus the 
term leys , or ley-lines came into being. 
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It was after due consideration and much field work that Natkins announced 
that these tracks had been constructed and marked out by a prehi stori c culture 
as old as the monument s themselves,  and that leys repre sented the course s taken 
by ancient travellers and JOOrchants who wi shed to travel fran point to point as 
easily as possible. The landmarks had , he felt , been placed at random to aid 
and guide navigation, and marked the straightest , easiest , and quicke st course. 

Natkins considered that if the travell er wanted to take a course in the 
di rection of a settlement between him and a prominent distant landmark , such as 
a motmtain niche , markers would be erected to enable them to pass thro wgh the 
countryside where the destination point could not clearly be seeno Initially 
erect st ones,  barrows,  stone cairns , and tumuli would have been used, but later 
these may well have been replaced by other, more conventional markers ,  and 
se ttlements would have been built along these tracks to comply with the whole 
straight track system. Certain tracks would have been used for different trades , 
and this , Watkins felt , was where the place name s became important . 'l'racks for 
the conveyance of salt would carry the prefix White , for clay or pottery -
the prefix Red , and , naturally, for coal - Black. 

The prefix 'dod ' , stemming from the ' dodman ' , was ,  he felt , the name appl ied t "  
the surveyor o r  marker of the leys. Dad i s  the snail , and t he  t e nn  i ::�  appli ed 
through the sticks apparently used by the surveyor which resemble the horns of 
the snail. 

Watkins outlined his findings in a book published in 1 925 entitled ' The 
Old Straight Track ' .  Predictably, it was not greeted with enthusiasm by the 
archaeologists and historians of the day. His ideas and findings were thou�ht 
ludicrous , not only because it suggested great intelligence in primitive man, 
but it also contradicted all accepted views on the development of British 
history, which basically stated that the first roads were engineered sometime 
after Julius Ceasar invaded these shores. Natkins fel t that the Romans used 
the old straight tracks for the foundations of their own ! 

l'fHAT HAD WATKINS FOUND ? 

The straight track theory was a logical and an interesting idea based on 
Watkins own findings through field work and research. However, during his life 
he was never to conclusively prove that leys were ancient trade routes,  and 
unfortunately the theory itself did not stand up under scrutiny. The supposed 
straight tracks would often pass through mountainous and un�sable countryside, 
or across wide rivers, and ma.rshland. Routes that would have been made easier  
by  bypassing such obstacles completely. The so-called markers were 
inconsistently placed as well. A series of points might occur within a very 
short distance , and then there would be a gap of many miles before the course 
was further marked. So if the straight tracks did exi st then there had to be 
other, more tenable , explanations. Either that or the leys were purely myths , 
with the apparent markers just happening to fall in convenient lines. 

Evidence seemed to suggest leys did exist. Other, quite independent 
antiquarians checked out Watkins field work who not only were able to oonfinn 
his initial findings , but discovered more markers along existent leys. When 
looking at other areas they fourd nany more uncl:larted alignments , and walking 
their length, they found ether markers to e-ven further confinn the theories. 



Above , the geomantic effigy of the Phoenix , the symbol represel).ting Aquarius in 
the G lastonbury 1 temple of the stars , 1 overla� upon the Ordnance S urvey map of 
the area. The Phoenix also symbolizes the Aquarian age , the f ocal point f or 
which has long be en considered to be Glastonbury itself'. 

Left 1 Alfred Watkins , fourder of the 
ley theories and principle heroe of 
the earth mysteries subject. He , 
whilst in the countryside of his own 
county of Herefordshire , saw in a 
flee t ing , visionary , instant of time , 
the landscape laid out in a matrix 
of lines connecting place s of 
antiquity of both a prehi storic and 
Chri stian origin. He could never have 
imagined the significance of his 
revelation which has so profoundly 
influenced all concepts born out 
of the earth mysteries subject. Photo 
courtesy of F. c. Tyler, and the 
Northern Earth Mys terie s group. 
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But there were other more perplexing que stions that began to ari se. Why was 
it that the points of the alignment s were always e ither Christian or pre­
Christian religious site s ,  long reve rred as place s of spiritual ity, superstition , 
l ocal folk traditions , or shrines of pilgrimage ? Why was it that many spots 
along the al ignment s were known places of supernat ural occurrence s ,  such as 
places with the prefix Hob , Devil , Druid , or Witch ? And there were othe r  place 
name s that kept cropping up with a di st urbing regularity, such as Beacon Hill , 
the places of the old Be ltane or Mayday fire s ,  that according to tradition ,  were 
lit to symbolise the birth and death of the summer months. 

Names associated with Ce ltic religious traditions cro!)-ped up t ime after time , 
s uch as Ltd or Ltmd , a version of Lug the Gaelic sun-god. Or Onn, Wonn , and 
Dragon, the representat ions of the regenerat ive lite-giving qualit ie s of the 
e arth , which were also noted with fre quency along proposed leys11 along with 
Christian dragon slaye rs. St Andrew , St George , and St Michae l appeared as place 
n�s on leys , or as dedications to hilltops , churche s ,  and other sacred place s. 
Each slayer representing Chri stiani ty1 s primary conquering of the dragon, or the 
serpent , the Celtic Church ' s symbol of life , that only became synonymous with 
the devil after the superoedence of the RCillll.n Church in Britain. Perhaps this 
showed that the points on the ley were considered sacred before the Church took 
them over and built their own shrines upon them. The saintly dragon slayers 
being left as reminders of the Chri stian daninance over the old faiths. 

All these implications seemed to imply that there was some mystical , 
re ligious , and spiritual significance to leys, something that would surely not 
have been attributed to mere trade routes. The connections of life giving power ,  
of terre strial force s ,  and places o f  spirituality suggested that it was the 
p o sitioning of the site s that was more relevant than anything else , which poised 
t he more baffling question of w� then should such places of spiritual importance 
fall in lines ? 

It was also fotmd that where one or more of the leys conve rged , a larger ,  
m o re  significant mon�nt existed, such a s  a knoll , a mol.D'lt , a stone circle , or 
a great earthen mol.D'ld. Sometime s  as many as eight or ten leys would pass through 
one place. It seemed as if our earth and s tone monuments had not been randomly 
placed, but had been positioned with a precise geo� t ric accuracy. Their 
c onsi stent shape s , ntmbers , and size s sugge sted a great mathema tical knowledge 
in their construct ion ; not to mention their previ o us ly stated astronomical 
significance. 

Watkins himself , t owards the errl of hi s life , began to reali se  his awn 
t rade route s theory was wearing a bi t thin, yet re frained from put ting forward any 
alte rnat ive ideas as to the possible explanations of his ley-line mystery. He 
appeared almost afraid to look deeper into the mat te r ;  and be ing a devoutly 
religious man ,  felt some intrinsic danger in pursuing the matter at any great 
depth. He lmew that many of the points on hi s leys were , or had been , high 
spiritual centres to both the Church and it ' s  pagan ance stors. He also real i sed 
that there oould exist same vast , incomprehensible purpose f or the construction 
of the alignment !p8.trix. The matrix he had first perceived in an instant of t ime 
as a visionary experience. 

The hidden truth might have seeD»'d an infringeuent on hi s own Christian 
ideals, and that must have been his concern above al l else. A realisation that 
may Wtil.l have been painful , and would certainly not have done him any good in the 
minds of his already outraged opponent s. Yet he could have had the keys to unlock 
this enigmatic puzzle .  He must have known of the fairy path legends , the 



56 

symbolic straight tracks of the litt le people , that often c oincided with his own 
a lignment s. He knew that migrating birds and anima ls followed certain fixed and 
straight course s year after year , and that across the world , their existed other 
great matrixe s of ancient site s known not to have been merely ' trade route s ' . 

No one will e ve r  know wha t inner conflicts were raging within Watkin' s mind. 
Ye t his conclusions in ' The Old Straight T rack , ' in the light of later earth 
mysterie s discoverie s ,  perhaps tell us a li ttle a 'bout those inner conflicts. He 
suggested that ' • • •  ley-men, astronome r prie st , druid , bard ,  wi zard , witch ,  
palmer, and hermit , were all more o r  less linked b y  one thread of ancient wisdom 
and power, however dege ne rate it became in the end. ' 

So after nearly three htmdred years , the scene had been set by single heroic 
f igure s  who had strived against the official flow of the system, and who had 
stopped to invoke the que stion ' Why ? '  Dee , Aubrey ,  the Gales , Stukeley , Sir 
Nonnan Lockyer, Katheri n,e  Maltwood , and Alfred Watkins are those heroes of the 
e arth mysteries subject ; yet there were others , le sser known until recent times , 
and there would be many more before the alleged ancient wisdom of the serpent ,  
t he symbol adopted to signify the old faith, would once more be conmonly knowno 

Part two follows the accepted history of the earth mysteri e s  
sub ject , weaving it' s w as  through such names as ' The Old St raight 
Track Postal Club , '  Guy Unde:rwood , Tom Le thbridge , Gerald Hawkin,s , 
and Alexander Thorn, culmi.nsting in the late sixties when the 
whole sub ject went through a comple te rebirth. Here ,  during an age 
of p sychedelia , hippys , and flower power ,  we see the like s of 
Jolm Michell, Janet and Colin Bord , RILCO , and ' The Ley Hunter' 
transposing it into the re spectable field of st udy it has become. 

Yet what does the earth mysteries subject repre sent t oday ? What 
is it ' s  aims, it ' s  view s ,  it ' beliefs ? We take a look at how it 
now stands , and where it seems to be leading , both from an 
objective , scientific poimt of view , and from the subject ive , 
even religious , standpoint. 

· 

arHER PUBLICATION3 WORTH A BUTCHERS • • •  

Anoient Skills and Wisd.an Review - earth mysteries re view , good theories and nice 
ideas. £2 per annum from Paul Screeton, 5 Egton Drive , Seaton Carew , Hartlepool , 
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mazes around. Donations only, to Jeff Saward, 53 Thundersley Grove , Thunde rsley, 
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This is a st udy and review of the work and findings of the 
eminent 1930s antiquarian and author named Donald Maxwe ll who 
may wel l be termed Essex'  first ley hunter. Following the

' 

publication of a book supporting Alfred Watkins straight track 
findings �xwe l l  was criticised great ly. He needed desperately 
to hit back at his critics , and so chose Essex as his 
t esting ground to prove once and for all the existence of leys. 
His proof i s  now examined for the first time , and evaluated 
by current ley hunting standards . 
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The mi�d shock wave that passed across the English landscape fol lowing 
Alfred Watk1ns controversial ley theories in the 1920s did much to stir the 
anti quarian and archae ological fraternitie s. Some supported his ideas many more 
ope�y de�tmced them, making the whole subject of prehistory a much �rsed 
t alk1ng po1nt throughout the proceding decade , or so. 

. �e; for t?o se  �ith more of an open insight into the intriguing aspects of 
B nta1n. s prehistonc

. 
past , Watkin' s the ories came as a fresh ,  and new concept to 

be ?t ud1�d and obj ect1vely viewed as an integral part of archaeology. One such 
ant1 qua.nan to support the idea of leys in those early years was a little known 
a utho: named Donald Ma.xwell. A man who delighted in spending much of his time 
rambl1ng across the scenic and unspoilt countryside of the home counties in a 
perennial quest to discove r an unsolved landscape rnyste rJ or two. 

Like most ant iquarians of his day , Ma.xwell was dubious over Watkin ' s claims 
at first , yet intrigued by the possibi lity, began to apply the unorthodox 
methodologies of ley hunting to his own pastural purs uits. He soon found to 
his amaz�ment , that the idea of prehistoric straight tracks spread thro�hout the 
c o untrys1de , was more than j ust a feasibility. To him at least , they seemed 
pre sent wherever he looked. 

Afraid that
. 

Watkin ' � inva�uable re search would fade into oblivi on through 
lack of c?�e rn  1n the nght c u•c) l e s ,  yet conscious of hi s own accepted 
respectab1l1t� as

.
an �uthor, Waxwell decided t o ,  rather skept ically , review 

the
.

ley theone � 1n h1s book ' A  Dete ctive in Surre y , ' within a chapte r aptly 
ent1tled - ' The Clue to the Grey Snail. ' In this he out li ned the apathetic 
concern

. 
in � spect to prehistory shown by the archaeologists of the day , while 

e xp:es:n ng  hi s support for a more radical and tmbiased survey of our lost 
hentage. Not tumat urally , Maxwel l  came under considerable criticism from 
revi7wer� and fe�low anti quarians. Yet he was not to be moved , and by the 
� ubl1cat 1on of his �ext book in the se ries - ' A  Detect ive in Essex , '  completed 
1n 1933 , he had obv1ously had a chance to strengthen hi s own line of approach 
t o  hi� crit i c s ,  and to understand more thoroughly , the implications of Hatk in' s 
the on e s. 
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Painting by DonaJ.d Maxwell showing him w ith a party of 
friends and point ing towards a tumul11s from a point 
on the �hore at Maldon. The site , evident ly ,  marked the 
eming of a ' sight ing line' he proposed that ran from 
Brentwood along a Roman road to Chelmsford , then cross­
country t� Maldon church. This ' ley' , 1 ike so ma.ey of 
his others , did not stand up to current ley hunt i� 
technique s .  

S t  Nicholas' Lainlon, the church that Maxwell decided was 
sited on an ancient pre · Christian shrine , that was the 
centre to other beacon hills plaoed on hilltops to the 
four cardinal , or compas s ,  points. 
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But Maxwell' s back had been got up. Hi s  interest in ley hunting had stemned 
from a near romantic enthusiasm to f urther hi s IDWn landscape ' detective ' work. 
It had given him a new leash of scope beyond his normal range of aspects covered ; 
s uch as discovering the true origins of place name s ,  and embarking upon searohes 
f or lost churches or local monuments. The critics had pulled him dCJIIm , and thus 
in his second book in support of leys , he desperately needed to convinoingly back 
up, and account for ,  his apologe tic views of Watkin ' s c ontroversial ideas. 

Thus Essex be came the scene of hi s intrinsic ley hunting ; and in a sense , 
Maxwell became Essex' first mayor ley hunter. He travelled the countryside with 
a band of dedicated friends , on foot , by car , by boat , or by train, visiting 
churche s ,  ' t l!Dps ' , hi lls, and village s ,  chatting with the local inhabitant s ,. and 
setting an impre ssion that Essex still lived in a mystical dark age , with him 
the intrepid anti quarian explorer, knowledgably seeking prehistory and interest ing 
stories. 

Watkin' s concept of leys being the forgotten remnant s of ancient tre.ckways , 
the routes of the trader, traveller, and pilgrim, were still , in the 1930s , the 
only real explanation to play around with. It was logical , and acceptable to the 
staniards of archae ological speculation. liaxwell kneW thi s ,  and f or this reason 
at tempted to e stablish his own ley re search by confinning this very concept. 
Essex , since the medieval period, had been a producer of sea salt in such places 
as Ma.ldon, and a number of other village s on the Blackwater and Crouch. Thus it 
was considered that if' leys did exist in the county, then their primary importance 
would have been as trade routes for the salt industry. So , naturally, it was to 
these places that Maxwell looked first , and sure enough he found what he was 
looking f or. 

Also high on the list for feasible use s of the straight tracks was the 
pre supposed flint industry in the area., Somehow Maxwell envisaged an industrious 
nation of Neolithic primitives manufact uring vast quant itie s of flint t ools and 
weapons , then transporting them htmireds of' mi le s  to other le ss capable tribes. 
Very romantic • • •  

Hi s  other views as to the or�g�ns and history of leys were also 
c ontemporary to V/atkin' s , and we need not go into them he re., However ,  most 
perplexing to Maxwe ll was the re ligious overtones that surrounded the ' sighting 
li� s '  .. He knew that it had quite possibly been Neolithic man who had first 
laid out the se straight tracks , marking them with ' heaps of stone , monoliths , 
t \.llluli , and motes. ' Also , that where more than one of these tracks converged , a 
larger, more outstanding mon1..111ent had been placed ; such a.s a ' sacred tree , or a 
stone circle . ' He accepted that a great number of the poss ible ley markers had 
now disappeared , but that churche s ,  or Chri stian monument s  had been placed on 
the site s of earlier pagan shrines. In the case of churche s ,  usually on high 
places , s uah as nat ural hill s. 

C,"LllE TO THE HIGH PlACES 

Essex' distinct lack of prehi storic monuments left pre �ef'ormat ion churche s 
as the main possible markers for the intended leys that Maxwell prosposed to f ind 
in Essex. And indeed, many of these were available for hi s aims , raised up on 
high places and remarkably plentiful. Their rich historie s ,  and apparent folklore , 
made them ideal to use , and not unnat urally it was to these that �xwell started 
his search.. Out of' the many to choose f rom ,  St Nicholas at Laind.on really caught 
hi s eye right from the start. Perched high and conspicuous on a steep eminence , 
and visible from approach roads in all directions for miles around , it must have 
seemed the most ominous religious house in south-east Essex. The small church , 
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dating back to the medieval period, with it ' s  timber belfry, and it ' s  broach­
spire , it was a sight of par excellence in Christian tradition, and had 
obviously been at the centre of religious devotion for many hundreds of years , 
perhaps , even as a pre-Chri stian site before that time. R\DDOur had it that a 
Saxon structure had existed the re before the current structure was erected. 

For the enthusiastic ley hunter, it holds tell-tale clues to it ' s great 
significance to the Old Faith, for not onl!l does it6position m�.ke it an ideal 
possible pre-Christian site , but it ' s place name holds relevant overtones. 
La.indon, originally Lygan, or Lygean, is Celtic for 1 river of Lugus , '  the 
solar deity. The river referred to i s  a supposed lost stream that apparently 
ran through the parish of Laindon, and it has been suggested , started on the 
hill itself. The other interesting ley hunting quality,  that cannot be 
overlooked, are the superb dragon repre sentations carved into the spandrels 
of the archway against the nave doorway, one of which is bei� pierced by a 
crtdely carved cross shaft. A depiction that ia believed to represen� the tapping 
of the life-giving energies inherent at a place of pre -Chri. stian spirituality. 
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In the chapter entitled ' The Clue of the High Places , '  Dona.ld Maxwell has 
to say about the church at le.indon: -

'The site of St Nicholas ' , at it ' s sumni t ,  i s  probably one of the High 
Places of Englard before the Ranans came . It may once have had a heathen 
stone upon it , or a sacred grove • • •  

' \lhether or not , at this early period , La.indon had a wooden church, a 
predecessor of ;:Jt Nicholas , we do not know. An observation, however, fran 
this hill-top gives us much food for thought. From this point , north, east , 
south, and we st ,  there are churches true to the four points of the oanpass 
within one to three degrees. On the north, perched on a hill , is All Saint' s 
Stock. To the south is Stanf'ord-le-Hope church , to the west East Horndon, 
and to the east the Ohurch of the Holy Cross, Basildon. ' 

La.indon church had certainly given Maxwell ' food for thought , ' for in a few 
short sentances he had decided, while standing by St Nicholas ,  that the site had 
once been a centre for pagan worship , and that in the d:ilrections of the four 
canpass points . there had existed beacon hills , as markers for sighting lines that 
continued on away from Laindon across the whole of east Essex. 

As imaginative as his idea may have seemed, Maxwell attempted to back up his 
' cardinal point ' sighting lines by rather spurious and crule fieldwork , and his 
own vi sual observations from a six-inch Ordnance Survey m�.p. It is these that we 
shall now try to either affirm, or invalidate , according to current ley hunting 
technique s  and standards. 

THE LEY FROM STOOK TO EAST TILBURY 

The apparent ley that ran from north to south, Maxwell said, began at Stock 
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church , passed through ' an earthwork marked " Intrenchment " ' , then cont inued 
downhill to St Nioholas church , and thence on in a straight line to pass through 
the churche s of �tanford-le-Hope , Mucking, and East Tilbury. 

5-r. N •e-t 0"-"s.' 
LA 1 ,.J>olll 1'\S 

])IU"lcrQ S'( 
M l'\ lC \.J£t...L .  

However, if one use s a six -inch 
Ordnance Survey map in an attempt to 

check out this supposed ' sighting line' , 
then the inaccuracies will soon become 
obvious. For it i s  indeed a fact that 
All Saints , Stock l ie s  just off a 
northerly angle from St Nicholas , and 
doe s pass across the faint rennant s of an 
e ntrenchment at Norsey .vood, some two 
mile s south of Stock. But if this line is 
extended southwards it completely misses 
i t ' s next point - the church of St 
1�rgare t of Ant ioch at ;:Jtanford-le -Hope 
by two htmd�d met re s  to the east , and 
the next point af"te r that - St John the 
Baptist , Mucking ,  by a similar distance. 
East Tilbury church i s  right off course. 

The guidelire s of current ley 
hunt ing tell us , quite correctly in the 
views of orthodox acceptance , that the 
width of the path, or channel , of a ley 
should be the smalle st possible , perhaps 
even within two to three ne t re s. Thus, 
unfortunat ely, Maxwel l ' s supposed ley 
f rom St ock , through Laindon to East 
T ilbury ,  seems totally worthle ss and non 
existent in current terms. 

Yet even with thi s ley dispel) ed , lil8XWell ' s observations here , do bring in 
sane intriguing aspe ct s  in the landscape between Stock and East Tilbury. Hi s ' ley' 
beginning at All Saints '  church narrowly passe s ,  in it ' s path , a mound 600 metre s 
south-west of Stock , as well as two tumuli and a small circular bank , within the 
entrenchment at Norsey Wood. It also passes by an old straight pootpath that runs 
away from La.indon church in a northerly direction, which i s vi sibly very ominous 
when standing on the , hil l. Should we have been dealing with leys , or indeed 
avenues , of a few hun.dred 'l'Jletres in width, then we would have on our hands a 
very fine example , with no less than six points in a space of nine kilometre s. 

Then travel ling south from Laindon, past Stanford-l e -rtope , we find Mucking 
church , an ideal ley point in earth mysterie s  terminology, as inside we see a 
beautiful representation of a woodwose , a traditional green man , known locally 
as the ·' nager ' s bridle' ,  carved into the capital of one of the aisle columns. 

With all these possible ley markers , you would think that a little movement 
of the rule could produce at least one alignment of more than two point s ,  but ,  
unfortunately it doe s not. For hours I attempted to establi sh a possible ley 
l ine of poss ible markers, howeve r ,  none could be found. 

THE EASTERLY ' CARDINAL POINT ' ALIGNMENT 

Maxwel l  indicated that the early fifteenth century church of All Saints '  at 



Dragon carving on the right ­
hanl sprardrel inside the 
south porch ot St Nichola.s' 
Laindon. The crude patriarchal 
cross piercing the dragon' s 
back replaces the usual sword 
and/or the Christian dragon 
slayer. All more-or-less 
symbolize to the Christian 
faith, the conquest of the 
subtle subterranean forces 
synoeymous with Hell. This 
particular carving , like so 
many others in Essex , is 
15th oentury. 

A similar C15 dragon carving 
on the spandrel of the south 
porch at Holy Cross ,  Basildon. 
Note the similarity between 
this one ani the one up the • 
road at St Nicholas ' Lairdon. 
They are almost identical in 
age , design, ani positioning. 
As the two parishes were 
linked as one in the past , 
could the same carpenter have 
carved both ? It ' s  possible. 
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Woodwose , or gre&n man 
design on the capital of one 
of the collmns in Mucking 
church. It is known locally 
as the ' Nager' s �ead1 • Being 
one of the only 
representations of it' s kird 
in Essex,  it is strange to 
find such an obvious pagan 
symbol in this small , 
umimpressive parish church. 
Why ? 
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East Honuion, now perched up on a hill beside _  a flyover on the A127 London t o  
Southend road, was the wester� cardinal point f rom  S t  Nicholas , Laindon. This 
indeed seems to be correct , as it does lie on a direct westerly path. However, 
he states that the alignment continues easterly, from St Nicholas ' on to the 
intriguing ' Chapel of the Holy Cross 1 at Basildon, to the south of which, some 
three hundred metres away, is an ancient moat. From there , he c laimed ,  the 
alignment went on to pass through North Benfleet All Saints' church. 
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This aligt�nent , as can plainly be seen from a one -inch Ordnance Survey map , 
i s  abst.U'd. F or a line taken fran East Horndon church , through the hill of 
Laindon , will not pass through the Holy Cross church , but through the south bank 
of the moat , and will mi ss North Benfleet church by nnny hundreds of �t:res to 
the south. 

Maxwell exphacised the conne ction between St Nicholas' Laindon and Holy 
Cross Basildon by the ancient j oining of the parishes of Laindon and Basildon, 
e specially in respect to the churches ,  which •ere served by the same rector 
and ecclesiastical authorities ;  all emulated in the old pari sh name - Basildon­
cum-la:i.ndon. This being sanewhat interesting to the earth mysterie s enthusiast 
as Ho]3 Cross �one of the only churches other than St Nicholas at Laindon t o  
retain a superb example of a roughly carved dragon on the spandrels of the 
archway to the south porch. Never-the-le ss , dragons are little use to us here ,  
a s  Donald Maxwell 1 s second �ntioned alignment also falls far short of being 
acceptable to present day ley hunting standards. It would have been nice to 
think that an alignment did exist between St Nicholas' and the Holy Cross church , 
with their historic, symbolic , and ecclesiastical connections ; however,  one does 
not. 

THE CARDINAL POINTS IDEA 

The 
·
only aspect left in Donald Maxwell' s theory is the possible existence 

of the four ' cardinal points. ' It is true tha t the four churche s in question do 
l ie within a few degrees to the c9mpass point s , yet they do not form a 
perfectly geometric cross. They are each varying distances away from St 
Nicholas' Laindon , and in the case of Stook to the north, and Stanf'ord-le-Hope 
to the south , they cannot be viewed from the hill it self. 

The idea of l.aind.on as a centre of pre -Chri stian devotion, with beacon 
f'.irils lit at the four points of the compass during religious observances, i s  
very imaginative and impossible to prove without archaeological fieldwork. 
There is also no reason at all to suggest that this was indeed the case. No 
indication that any of the so-called 1 oardianl point s '  were ever used for 
beacon fires can be found. There are a nunber of Beacon Hills , so named , in 
south-east Essex , so why should these particular places have lost their name 
associations ? 

No I feel that Donald Maxwell let his imagination run wild when 
surveyi� the countryside arotnd Laindon, going overboard when he realised that 
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certain churches conveniently fell in areas that suggested some geometric 
linkage. All in an attempt to back up his own ideas t o  shake off the critics 
which he so desperately needed to disprove , to retain his own credibility. 

We know that .many pre-Reformation churche s are seemingly sited at positions 
of pagan geo�tric relevance , althoueh in this case we may well p ure ly be dealing 
with randan placings. Certainly, at thi s point of time there is no reason to 
s uggest otherwise. 

1:tft£rntath ... 
The T oxteth ri ots , along with the intense s treet violence that spread 

throughout the whole country during the summer months was not difficult to 
predict. Irde ed , many coJllnunity leaders and sociologists anticipated it ard 
warned local authoritie s well in advance. The current economic rece ssion, 
coupled with the rising mass unemployment and social unrest ,  all blended 
together to breed a tension that was undoubtedly to erupt at some point. 

However ,  for the growing number of irdividual s and groups uniting under 
the banmr of New Age JI\YSticism, the rioting was taken with a different view. 
They quietly nodded their heads knowingly, uttering ' I  told you so ' ,  as the 
media press , television, and radio became emblazoned with coverage of the 
wide spread troubles and street violence. For they had, apparently , predicted 
j ust such events long before there was even a hint of problems in the air. Irdeed , 
many of their precognitive thoughts were verified when on the night of Friday, 
3rd July, the eve of the first Toxteth riots , when they again dreamt of what 
was instal.l for thi s country. 

New Age thinkers believe that we are about to enter a period of great 
upheaval , where , following a precise series of event s ,  the world will urdergo 
g reat cataclysmic changes , culminating in a whole 1 �w age • of peace and 
e n.lightennent , where only those of an ' aware ' nature will be left to continue. 
Such a concept has existed within mankind in various forms throughout history, 
which each phase be ing fed by the prophetic ramblings of the mystically 
inoli�d. Today is no exception, and in the light of the current global 
depression, New Age mysticism abounds. 

It is not intended at this time to enter into a lengthy discourse on the 
currently prophecised New Age , merely to point out that the recent street riots 
have been taken as the predicted signs said to herald the commencement of even 
greater upheavals apparently on their way. Three years ago at least , New Age 
propagationists predicted that as the earth , on it ' s spiraling path through the 
c osmos t owards the end of it •. s current cycl e , or aeon of time , the cosmic 
influence upon humanity and the envirorment would begin to cause many things t o  
happen. Aside from causing wide scale natural upheavals a rd  alterations in 
climate , weather, am geophysical events ��would severely effect the mirds of 
everyone . For those of a harmonious and balanced nature it would cause growing 
aware� ss of things to cane , and for the rest , the unaware , ie . most of the 
population, it would cause physical ard mental degeneration, resulting in wide 
s cale violence , wars , disorder, and anarchy. 

Well , sane of it ' s  occurred. Many of the signs we still wait for ,  am quite 
patiently , our New Age thinkers still sit back with sniles upon the ir face s. 
F or the rest , we · sit back with a reserved judgement am ,  hopefully, an open mind. 
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